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 Fellow Marines, 
  The fair is over and Labor 
Day is here.  That always tells me 
the summer has come to an end 
and fall is on us.  The weather has 
sure made it feel that way.  We 
have several things coming up al-
ready including Toys for Tots and 
the Marine Corps Ball.  Yes, it’s 

that time of year.   
 The national convention in New York was 
quite an experience.  I got to spend quite a bit if 
time with the convention chairman and others 
that organized the week and handled the tickets 
etc.  It was a large learning curve.  There is so 
much that goes on behind the scenes to pull this 
large of a convention off.  They did an outstand-
ing job and were willing to take time to explain 
everything to me.  They were outstanding help.  I 
only hope we can do as well.  There was more 
interest than ever from members on what we had 
and the time they intend to spend in the state.  
Many before the convention and many after.  Our 
sponsors should be pleased with the amount of 
time and money they will bring and spend in our 
area.  We opened the room reservations at the 
Billings hotel and the Red Lion on Monday morn-
ing at 0800.  By 0815 I talked to the national con-
vention coordinator and got approval to open two 
more overflow hotels.  The LaQuinta and the 
Kelly.  By 0827 hrs. the convention center was 
sold out.   By 2000 hrs. two more hotels were 
sold out.   

  

 

Commandants Message 

   

Celebrating the 40th Anniversary of the      
Eugene Sara Marine Corps League                          

Detachment #418 

 It was a great indication of the interest we 
have of members coming to Montana.  We now 
have added the Quality Inn to our overflow hotels.  
The web page (mclnationalconvention2019) is 
alive and well with some information.  If you 
haven’t checked it out, do so.  We will be continu-
ally adding information on it as the events devel-
op.            I have made a switch in our officers.  
Tom Jones and Scott Dunlap have traded posi-
tions.  This will make it easier for both of them for 
the jobs they have been doing and their work 
schedules.  I didn’t want to make any change in 
mid-year but, it is important to have things run-
ning as smooth and as easy on everyone as pos-
sible. Their positions will be voted on in the spring 
election.   
 Please check your calendars, we need to 
let the reserves know how many are planning on 
attending the Ball. It will be November 17

th
 at the 

Double Tree. The First Sgt. Will try to attend the 
Sept. meeting to give us more details on the ball.  
We will have Toys for Tots on the Oct. agenda to 
get information on that program this year.     

Tom Lowry, Commandant 
(406)366-1347                                
sevenn@midrivers.com 
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Senior Vice Commandant Report: 

Jr. Vice Commandants Report: 

Tom was also in attendance at the 
2018 National Convention back east 
and is working his way back from 
there. The new Senior Vice does not 
have a report at this time. 

Tom Jones, Paymaster                                              
(406)670-4364                                           
tcgysgt21@yahoo.com  

 

 

 

       Chaplains Report: 

 To all members, I am wore out, medical situations, 
time has come to step down from all activities. My own fault, 
used some of my better time dedicated to the league. 
Should have gotten a part time job like a few members to 
supplement my income. I think it is a little late now, so trying 
to come up with something else. Nothing personal as far as 
you marines, just a person that took things seriously and 
couldn't say no. So the only way to fix the situation is to 
back out completely. No one is perfect, but participation is 
lacking and family is first. I have mentioned many times 
over the years a few things that didn't seem to materialize, I 
gave up and was always there. I do believe the league is a 
good organization and does good things, but I'm just wore 
out, so rather then complain about things, I felt it best to 
back off and let the people with authority and smarts to 
make things work. Wish you all well in the future and re-
member, God & country. God Bless. Jim Borner 

Devil Dog screenshot 
courtesy of Dakota 
Leathernecks in Man-
dan, ND. 

Marines,                                                             
 Hey gang, we need to de-
cide at this coming meeting if we 
want the detachment to support 
our purchase of tickets to the 
Birthday Ball. This helps make it 
affordable for more of us to be 
able to go. Last year it was open 
to anyone who wanted to go to 

help defray costs. This year we want to put it out 
there with the condition of being active in the 
group. The full cost tickets are $60 and we are 
looking at defraying about half that from detach-
ment funds AND need to get reservations in by 
the end of September. Other than that, we are 
beginning to really move towards full speed on 
the 2019 convention and we will need a lot of 
help to pull this together. If you can help, please 
let us know!   
 
Tim Bender      (406) 697-5968 
tim.mtlonegunman@gmail.com 

(above) Tom and Laurel man the booth at the 
2018 convention in Buffalo, New York. 
(below) Tom Lowry & Tom Jones with the first 
purchasers of the 2019 belt buckles who were 
anxious about coming to Montana. 
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Hello all, 
 We now find ourselves in 
September and if I may, please 
send in your annual dues.  I thank 
the 16 that have done so al-
ready.  Your renewals have been 
sent in.  I look forward to complet-
ing the rest. 
 To all my Devil Dogs and 

Pups, I would assume that our yearly dues are 
to be submitted as well.  All of us will have to 
submit them to the appropriate pound.  For most 
of us this will be to Butte.  I will attempt to get 
this information and have it for the meeting on 
the 10th.  If your not able to make it, feel free to 
call, see number below.   
Alright, lots to do. Stay busy and motivated. 
 
Devil Dog Scott Dunlap  
17-378 Lyle Gillette Pound 374 
Eugene Sara Detachment 418 
Adjutant/Paymaster 
(406) 281-1271                                               
http://www.montanamcl.org 

http://www.montanamcl.org/military-order-of-the-
devil-dogs.html 
 
http://www.moddkennel.org 

    Paymasters Report: 

Members of  the Local Patriot Guard on hand to 
honor the unattended Veterans 

http://www.montanamcl.org
http://www.montanamcl.org/military-order-of-the-devil-dogs.html
http://www.montanamcl.org/military-order-of-the-devil-dogs.html
http://www.moddkennel.org
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   Judge Advocates Report: 

League Members,   

Another month is gone, National 
Convention is one month closer, 
things will be busier, more partici-
pation and new members are 
needed. Hope to see all at the 
September meeting. I understand 
Jim Borner is stepping down and 
backing off. 

This is understandable, since Jim joined the 
league, I can think of no one that has participat-
ed more than he has in all activities. We need to 
thank him for all he has done. As the Eugene 
Sarah Detachment moves forward he should be 
a role model for all of us.                                             
Thank You and Semper Fi.  
 
Don Huffman, Judge Advocate  

Marines, 
  The Following details are coming up and 
we need help with: 
Sun 9/2 Reedpoint Sheep drive & Parade 
                                                                              
Fri-Sun 9/7,8,9 Billings Gun Show at Metrapark, 
help man the table (Fri 1300-1700, Sat 0900-
1700, Sun 0900-1500). 
 
Service for Ken Cox 9/8 at Faith Chapel 1130hrs. 
Rubber duck Regatta 9/9 Riverfront Park 
Veterans Night  9/11 West High Gym 1830hrs.       
Military Reunion at Billings Hotel 9/21  1930hrs. 
 
Huntley Veterans Celebration (October) 
Veterans Day (November) 
 
Keith Thompson, Detail Commander  
 
  

  Sergeant at Arms Report: 
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 Marine Corps League 

     Eugene Sara Detachment #418 
Meeting Minutes                                                                                                              

         

 Meeting 1900 on August 13th, 2018 cancelled due to no quorum available with most 
officers being out of town.    

                                                                                                                             
Next meeting will be September 10th at 1900  

  

Above– Tom jones and Laurel, Tom Lowry and Ron Spence of the Billings Hotel & Conven-
tion Center at the Detachment booth in Buffalo, New York. 

Bugler Randy Grow, the VFW and our delegation at the unattended interment service held the end 
of July at the Laurel National Cemetery. 
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Miles City Squad B Meeting Minutes       

 

With new Sr. Vice  Tom Jones out of town, the Miles City Squad B minutes were not 
available for publishing. Minutes will be posted in the next newsletter.                                                     

Respectfully submitted by                                                                                                        
Thomas Ketchum, Adj. 

  
Thanks again, to all of our members and sponsors for all of your continuing support through-
out the past and current year. You are all important to our continuing programs and events. 

Scenes from the unattended remains interment at the 
Laurel National cemetery. 
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Buy, Sell or Trade any of your unused uniform items in this column of the newsletter. Just send the 
item description to me and I will list them for you.  — Tim 

Tom Lowry has two pairs of shoes.  One leather and one patent leather, both size 10.5.  Also a cov-
er without the EGA. size 7 ¼. 
 
Tom Jones has one red blazer in excellent shape, size 46 You can have it for a $50.00 donation to 
Toys for Tots.  

Jim Borner has items available to any member that needs them, at NO cost. There are as follows: 
One Red Cover—size 6 3/4, black pants- size 38-30,  dress blue blouse,   tan short sleeve military 
shirt-16-16 1/2 neck,   3- belts with buckles,  2-buckles,  1-tie clasp,   1-life member patch,                
1-black tie. These items were given to him by Carol Jones. 
 
I have one 2XL all weather Red Jacket, one pair black shoes size 10, 1 2XL uniform shirt, donated 
by Diane Schaefer. 
 
Semper Fi.   
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2455 Central Ave. Billings, MT  (406)656-1400 

More scenes from the Unattended Services at 
Laurel.  
Bill Kennedy speaks to the masses. 
 
Gordon Blake at the ready. 
 
Joe Aguilar places an urn in the columbarium. 


