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Marines,                                              
  The summer is almost over 
and we made it through.  It looks 
like the convention was considered 
a success.  I have received several 
letters of congratulations and 
praise.  To all that helped in in any 
way toward this endeavor, I thank 
you.  It would have never hap-

pened without your sincere dedication in making 
this a success.  Now that this is in our past, we 
can look forward to getting back to normal.  Sev-
eral of our regular fall events are upon us, so let 
Keith know what you can help with.  Also, No-
vember will be here before we know it and First 
Sgt. Zeigler will be needing numbers and names 
for the Ball.  Make your plans now and get your 
money to me soon so I can get you on the list.   
     I will not make the meeting in Sept. do to tak-
ing care of some personal business and a little 
R&R in Idaho, but I hope there will be a large turn 
out to organize for the upcoming events.          
Hope your all there on the 9

th
.                                       

Semper Fi.  Tom  

Tom Lowry, Commandant 

(406)366-1347                                
sevenn@midrivers.com 

                                                            

Commandants Message 

 

Buy, Sell or trade you unused uniform parts or 
pieces in this column of the newsletter. Just 
send the item description to me and I will list 
them for you.   —Tim 
Tom Lowry has 2 pair of Dress shoes size 10.5 
& a cover size 71/4. 
I have numerous items from Jim Borner and Di-
ana Schaefer for use, just contact Tim at 697-
5968. 



2 

 

To all League Members,  
 Well, except for a few 
small problems the convention 
was a success. A huge thank you 
to all of the sponsors we rounded 
up. Thank you to all of the local 
members and those from all 
around Montana that came to 
help. We heard mostly ALL good 

comments from the attendees. As most of you 
know I had Back surgery two weeks ago. Recov-
ery is slow but going well. Can’t sit or stand for 
too long at this point, but I am dealing with it.    
Semper Fi, 
Tim Bender, Jr Vice 
(406)697-5968 
tim.mtlonegunman@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 

Jr. Vice Commandants Report: 

To all league members, 
 Time marches on, sum-
mer is almost gone, Business 
first. Tom Jones fell ill at the 
convention, Tim Bender had his 
back surgery, now the slow re-
covery period. My daughter 
messed up her knee, keeping 
me busy somewhat (my fault). 
Need to check on Tom Jones 
to see how he's doing. What 

time I was able to spend at convention was en-
joyable. I know it's been said many times. but I 
will say it again, thanks to Tom Lowry for all the 
time he spent over the last two years making the 
convention a success. This by no means sells 
the committee members short. Tom and Donna 
Lowry took a long, much needed break, hope 
you’re enjoying it. Now its back to what one 
might consider normal. If possible, join us at our 
next meeting. Until then may the Lords bless-
ings be with all. 

 
Semper Fi,                                                    
James Borner, Chaplain                                         
(406)850-1802                                               
jborner@gmail.com                                             
 
 

       Chaplains Report:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

    Paymasters Report: 

   Hello all,     
       There is not much I wish to re 
        port this month other       
       than annual membership dues 
       are due NOW. If you have not  
       submitted your annual member
       ship dues please send them in 
      soon.   
   Sadly, I was unable to get  
      the MODD charter at the National 
Convention.  I do have the application in and we 
are waiting on its approval.  I do have all the 
transfers made up as well.  So, until then, all of 
the Devil Dogs and Pups that have signed up it is 
important that your dues are kept current with 
your home pound.  For many of us, this is the 
Lyle Gillette pound in Butte.  If you need the ad-
dress get ahold of me.  Thank you to the 10-12 
members that have supported my two year effort 
to get a pound here in Billings.  WOOF!                  
MCL dues are $35 please remit to the Detach-
ment at: PO Box 2051 Billings, MT 59103. 
You may wish to consider Life Membership, the 
rates are as follows: 
AGES      65+        $200 
           51-64          $300 
           36-50          $400 
           35 & under  $500 

              

Semper Fidelis Marines,                                                     

Scott Dunlap, Sr. Vice   281-1271   
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Marine Corps Leaguers,  
 The convention is over!!!  By 
all reports it was a huge success. 
Thanks to all that contributed in time 
and labor.  I only made it to 
Wednesday afternoon.  I developed 
a Bacterial staph infection in my 
blood.  Thanks to the quick action of 
Mike Tolstedt and Don Hoffman. I 

made it to the ER in time to be saved.  My kid-
neys had shut down and my lungs were filling 
up.  I spent 6 days in St V's.  I am on antibiotics 
and each day I'm feeling better.  Gun show the 
first weekend after Labor Day.  I could use some 
help with the Rifle Raffle.  Those that pay annual 
dues, they are due now. 
Semper Fi.                                                         

Tom Jones, Sr. Vice                                             

(406)670-4364     tcgysgt21@yahoo.com                                    

Senior Vice Commandant Report: 

Bill Van Weiren and the Henry Rifle winner from 
the convention raffle. The winner was from 

Washington State.  
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 Marine Corps League 
Eugene Sara Detachment #418 

Meeting Minutes                                                                                                              
August 12th, 2019 

 
Meeting called to order @ 1857        Ritual followed 
Officers present:  Tom Lowry, Tom Jones (excused), Tim Bender, Scott Dunlap, Keith Thompson, 
Jim Borner, Mike Tolstedt.                                                                                                                                   
New Applications for membership:  Kevin Coleman of Billings, DD214 verified Motion made to ac-
cept, 2nd. Voted Aye. Sworn in by Tom Lowry, Welcome aboard Kevin! and Mandi from thE Billings 
Hotel and Convention Center as an a associate member, 2nd and approved ! WELCOME ABOARD 
Mandi!                                                                                                                                                                 
Last Meeting Minutes:  Tom Lowry made a Motion to the membership to suspend the rest of the 
regular meeting to review the Convention. 2nd and approved to suspend regular business. No 
Minutes                                                                                                                                                                 
Miles City Squad minutes: See Miles City Page                                                                                       
Correspondence:   Received a Certificate of appreciation from the National Marine Corps League 
Auxiliary              Paymasters Report: 85 current members, 19 past due and 3 associate members.               
Chaplain:   None           Senior Vice:  None              Junior Vice:  None     Jr. Past Commandant:   
None              Adjutant: None                Judge Advocate:   None           Detail Commander:   Sep-
tember events—  Gun Show Sept 6-8th. Rubber Duck Regatta, Veterans Stand down, Reedpoint 
Sheep Drive Parade.                                                                                                                               
Report of any member or family member’s family sick or in distress:   Tim going out for back 
surgery on 8/19/19. Tom Jones was hospitalized during the convention for a serious condition, doing 
good now.                                                                                                                                                               
Detachment was introduced to new I&I Command 1st Lt. Aman                                                               
Standing Committees: 
Riverside Cemetery Detail / Friends of the Cemetery —  The Riverside detail is completed and 
the bill has been submitted to the county as payable. Burt Gigoux added that Commissioner  Pit-
man is trying to end the contract for the headstones with the League. Burt also asked about  the flag 
presented to the League at the at the National Cemetery dedication. It was last seen at the reserve 
center while Joe Aguilar was commandant, this is being looked into.      Toys for Tots —     None                                         
Finance Committee —    None                       Young Marines —  None        Birthday Ball  —  Ball 
is set for November 2nd at the Northern Hotel. Tickets are $65 each, gift is a pint glass. Ticket re-
quests are due by 10/1/19 (to the I&I). It was voted that League pay $30 for each member and a 
spouse for those that want to attend. aye.                 Old Business —    None                                              
Good of the League New Business —      

Meeting closed at 2001hrs.                                                                                                   

Next meeting will be @ 1900 on September 9th, 2019 

` 
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   Judge Advocates Report: 

 A CALL TO ARMS       I suspect 

most of us will have our own per-

spectives and opinions on the 

National Convention, so I to felt 

the need to offer up a few of my 

own. First of all, as someone 

who worked closely with our vol-

unteers, I wanted to offer my 

heart felt thanks to all those who 

spent countless, uncomplaining hours working at 

the convention. You know who you are! You did 

the Detachment and the Marine Corps proud. 

The efforts of all those involved reminded me of 

President Reagan’s quote, “There is no limit to 

the amount of good you can do if you don’t care 

who gets the credit.” A special thanks to the 

wives of our members! For many varied reasons 

it is not easy being married to a Marine. I 

watched in awe as our wives stepped up to the 

plate and hit it out of the park! To Sir Comman-

dant Lowry, your hard work and leadership was 

amazing and inspiring! For me it was a privilege 

to be able to work with each and every one of 

you. Now that it is over and we’ve had time to 

catch our breath it’s time to forge ahead in fur-

therance of our mission. In addition to all those 

tasks we already do, we look forward to the op-

portunity to be engaged in the Marine4Life pro-

gram and doing our part to assist in the preven-

tion of Veterans suicide. These additional pro-

grams and tasks will require much from all of us. 

To “All” of our Detachment members, if you are 

ready, willing and able, the Marine Corps needs 

your help. More to follow. Semper Fi! A JOB 

WELL DONE!                                                                    

Mike Tolstedt (406)698-4965                                             

mtolstedt@yahoo.com.  

Marines, 
September events—                                                         
Annual Reedpoint Sheep drive  -  Sept 1st  be 
there by 1130.                                                        
Color Guard at BHCC— Sept 6th at 1830              
Gun Show  Sept 6-8th at Metrapark Pavilion  
(booth)                                                                 
Rubber Duck Regatta— Sept 15th, Zoo Mon-
tana  Color Guard  0930                                                                      
Veterans Stand down— Sept 19th at the 
Shrine Auditorium     Color guard 0830                                                                               
October— Huntley Veterans event  
                                                                             
Keith Thompson, Detail Commander  

  Sergeant at Arms Report: 

In previous editions of the Newsletter we added 
some new content that will be available in the 

digital edition only. This will help keep are letter 
costs down and still have the best of both 

worlds. Contact me if you want the digital copy 
sent to your email. 

Tim 

mailto:mtolstedt@yahoo.com
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Miles City Squad B Meeting Minutes 

 No minutes were received prior to print time. Miles City minutes will be included 
when next available  

 

 

 

Thanks again, to all of our members and sponsors for all of your continuing support through-
out the past and current year. You are all important to our continuing programs and events. 

Above — Burt & Anita Gigoux with Laurel Hansen at 
the Convention Grand Banquet.                                   
Left — A view of the chow line at the Devil Dog re-
ception dinner.  Woof Woof 
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OUR MARINES  
This is a new addition to our newsletter where we will be honoring active duty and honorably discharged Montana Ma-

rines.   

LCPL James H. Stogner USMC: Navy Cross Recipient  
 
On April 5th, 2019 LCPL James H. Stogner from Noxon, 
Montana received the America’s second highest decora-
tion for valor at the VFW post in Polson, Montana. LCPL 
Stogner was assigned to Co. C, 1st Battalion, 9th Ma-
rines in Vietnam. April 5th marked the 52nd anniversary 
of the day When LCpl Stogner showed extraordinary her-
oism while rescuing a fellow Marine. On that day in 1967, 
the eighteen year old Marine was serving as part of a ma-
chine gun team tasked to push across a tree line and 
hedgerow toward a village suspected of hiding NVA troops, 
when they were ambushed. Wounded, Stogner dropped to the prone position as grenade and mor-
tar rounds exploded around him. Much of his platoon had been killed or wounded cut down by ene-
my fire. Enemy troops then pushed across the field killing wounded Marines. Stogner, armed with 
his K-bar knife low crawled through the dark near his wounded comrades and managed to kill three 
enemy troops with his knife. But Stogner’s machine gunner was captured and dragged into the veg-
etation across the enemies entrenched position. Stogner continued to crawl and moved undetected 
towards Fobb’s screams where he found 4 NVA soldiers torturing his comrade. Stogner killed 2 NVA 
with his K-Bar. With 2 remaining, Stogner stormed their position armed with his knife killing both ene-
my during hand to hand combat. Stogner then slung Fobbs over his shoulder and grabbed his M-60 
machine gun, carrying him to friendly lines through a hail of gunfire and grenade explosions.  Lt. 
General Frank LibuHi attended the ceremony to present the Navy Cross Medal to Stogner. He read, 
“Jim is no doubt a Marine’s Marine. The kind we heard about, the kind we want to be about. Jim’s 
story is a thread in the fabric in our nation’s history with a reminder that freedom isn’t free...” 
      LCPL Stogner is without question a true Montana Marine in the greatest sense and tradition! 

Marine Corps History in September     source - marineparents.com 

September 2, 1945, the Japanese Empire officially surrendered to Allied forces on board the battle-

ship USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay, officially bringing World War II to an 

end. Lt. Gen. Roy Geiger, USMC in Attendance.                                                   

September 6, 1983, two Marines were killed and a further two were 

wounded when rockets hit their compound in Beirut, Lebanon.             

September 8, 1942, the 1st Raider Battalion and the 1st Parachute Bat-

talion, carried out a successful raid on a Japanese supply base on Gua-

dalcanal.                                                                                                               

September 15, 1950, the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines captured Wolmi-do 

Island in Inchon Harbor prior to the main landing.                                              

September 16, 1951, Corporal Joseph Vittori, 22, of Beverly, Massachu-

setts, earned the Medal of Honor for his actions during the Battle of the 

Punchbowl near Songnae-dong, South Korea.                                                   

September 20, 1950, Marines of the 1st Marine Division crossed the 

Han River eight miles northwest of Seoul, South Korea.                                    

September 27, 1944, US Marines secured and raised the American flag 

over the island of Peleliu.                                                                                     

September 30, 1945, U.S. Marines under the command of Major Gen-

eral Keller E. Rockey began landing in Northern China to assist the Chi-

nese government accept the surrender of Japanese forces. 

Photo courtesy of military.com 
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GUNNY’S CORNER BY Jim Sausoman                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 
KOREA 1952 
 
The 1

st
 Marines launch a night attack and capture Bunker Hill.   This fight continues for almost five 

days and the Chinese continue to counterattack the Marines to retake the hill.  After it was all done 
the Marines lost 38, KIA and 268 wounded while the Chinese losses were up to 3200.  It was at this 
time the Combat Duty Pay Act goes into effect.  Now all service personnel in a combat zone will re-
ceive compensation.  This continues to this day, although the amount is quite a bit more.  By the end 
of August, the Army has copied the flak jacket the Marines have and ordered 25,000.  With all the 
call for forces the 4

th
 Marines is reactivated at Camp Pendleton.  By September, the Marines have 

battled the Chinese for Bunker Hill once again but hold on and at this time, Capt. Jesse Folmar shot 
down a MIG with a prop driven plane after eight attacks him and his wingman.  In October, the Chi-
nese attack two outposts and take them.  The Marines counter attack the next day and take back 
one of the outpost but the other remained in the Chinese hands.  The 7

th
 marines try to retake the 

outpost and lose 12 KIA and 44 wounded with out retaking the outpost.  That night the Chinese at-
tacked two more outposts and take them.  A counter attack at dawn regains one of the outposts but it 
is decided to abandon the positions.  The battles cost the Marines 32 KIA and 128 wounded.  These 
actions were known as the battle for the HOOK. 
The HOOK was a U shaped section on the right of the 1

st
 Marine Division.  It was about 100 yards 

wide and extended out about 300 yards.  It encompassed a ridge, which the Marines used to their 
advantage.  From the ridge, you could see all the way into the rear around the Imjin River.  If the Chi-
nese had the position, they could control artillery fire into the rear areas.  This reason they attacked 
and took the outposts Seattle from the Marines and the next to fall was Ronson, which was between 
the HOOK and Seattle.  The Chinese ran into the next post Warsaw but the Marines held with artil-
lery fire.  It was here the forward observer, Lt. Sherrod Skinner, continued to direct the fire after he 
was hit twice and a grenade landed in his bunker and he jumped on it to shield the others.  He re-
ceived the Medal of Honor for his action.  The Chinese continued their attack driving C Company out 
of the Hook.  The Marines formed perimeters to contain the attack and were able to hold.  A compa-
ny joined into the fight at night and was able to regain a small part of the line, stopping only because 
the heavy fire the Chinese poured into the Marines. H Company from the reserve was sent to help 
with platoon leader Lt. George O’Brien leading his men forward when he was shot but kept moving 
up.  Once he got to the trench, he knocked out several strong points killing three Chinese in hand to 
hand fighting.  Finally, grenades stopped him but he refused evacuation to remain in command.  He 
also received the Medal of Honor for his actions.  Even though with the additional companies, the 
Marines could not hang on to the gains due to their losses.  It would be heavy fighting over the next 
two days until the Hook was back in UN hands.  Those two days cost the Marines 118 KIA and 435 
wounded with 39 missing.  During those 36 hours, the Chinese fired 34,000 shells into the small area 
the Marines held.  This was far different from the Chosin Reservoir, when the Chinese used only 
small arms and were slaughtered by the Marines.   
 
 

NEXT MONTH: KOREA 1953 
 


