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Marines,  
  Here we are in 2020. There 
was a time that was only a date for 
Flash Gordon.   Now we are there.  
I hope 2019 was good for every-
one and had great Holiday’s.  I 
wish you all the best in the year 
and years to come.  
Our January meeting will be mostly 

for organization and setting up the audit.  If you 
have any interest in taking an office, please let us 
know.  I will appoint a nominating committee at 
the meeting.   
  Toys for Tots went well.  The quantity was 
down from last year but had plenty to go around 
and have a good start for next year.  I and I are 
busy with inventorying what they have and get-
ting them stored. Thanks to everyone who helped 
the week of distribution.  There was some confu-
sion on where all of the boxes were put out and 
some are still being collected.  If you know of  or 
see any out, lets collect them and get the toys to I 
and I.   Best wishes for the 2020’s. 

Tom Lowry, Commandant 

(406)366-1347                                
sevenn@midrivers.com 

                                                            

Commandants Message 

 

Buy, Sell or trade you unused uniform parts or 
pieces in this column of the newsletter. Just 
send the item description to me and I will list 
them for you.   —Tim 
Tom Lowry has 2 pair of Dress shoes size 10.5 
& a cover size 71/4. 
I have numerous items from Jim Borner and Di-
ana Schaefer for use, just contact Tim at 697-
5968. 
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To all League Members,  
 We have reached the end 
of the decade and as we say 
goodbye to the year of the Billings 
MCL convention and all its fun I 
have to say it is ending nice and 
quiet. Next we are looking to-
wards the Sweethearts dinner in 
February and officer elections 

coming soon also. So if you have an interest in a 
officers position, get your name in the hat so we 
can get you in there. I will be unable to attend the 
meeting for January as I will be in Atlanta, GA. 
For training for Delta.  
 
Semper Fi, 
Tim Bender, Jr Vice 
(406)697-5968 
tim.mtlonegunman@gmail.com 
 

Jr. Vice Commandants Report: 

Members & families, 
 Christmas will have 
come and gone before this 
goes out. Hope all had a 
blessed Holiday. 
Things have slowed since toys 
4 tots ended and winter began. 
I have been spending time with 
Barry & Tina Morgan as Bill 
VanWieren was in the 

Hospital, then Aspen Meadows. He went to his 
nieces for Christmas. I Will be following up on 
his progress when he returns. Pete Siegel was 
Hospitalized for chest pains, don't have an up-
date on him. Dennis Sitzler was to have an MRI 
on his head for balance purposes. Age and 
physical handicaps have reared their heads. Let 
us pray all ends well with all those whom have 
been troubled.    My bad, I haven't been in touch 
with the Metcalfe’s lately, just pray all is well. 
Don't like being the bearer of bad news, but un-
fortunately it's a fact of life. Let us keep every-
one in our prayers. May the Lords blessings be 
upon all.              
 
Semper Fi,                                                         
James Borner, Chaplain                                         
(406)850-1802                                               
jborner@gmail.com                                             
 

       Chaplains Report:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

    Paymasters Report: 

       Hello all,  
    Happy New Year!  Not much   
       to report in the paymasters of 
       fice.  I am preparing an audit for 
       the finance committee to com 
       plete in the month of January.   
       It was a big year for our detach
       ment last year. I enjoyed being a 
       part in hosting 2019's National 
      Convention. On the same note, I 
am glad it is complete as well.  Under Tom's 
guidance we chipped away, honing the de-
tails.  When time finally came the event was not 
too overwhelming and we pulled it off with hardly 
a hiccup.   
I'll be getting 2019 wrapped up and filed upon 
completion of our upcoming audit and I look for-
ward to this upcoming year. 
 
Semper Fidelis Marines,                                                     
Scott Dunlap, Paymaster (406) 281-1271   
 
 
MCL dues are $35 please remit to the Detach-
ment at: PO Box 2051 Billings, MT 59103. 
You may wish to consider Life Membership, the 
rates are as follows: 
AGES      65+        $200 
           51-64          $300 
           36-50          $400 
           35 & under $500 
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Marine Corps Leaguers,  
 Thanks to all that helped with 

the Toys For Tots campaign.  Over 

one thousand families were 

helped.  NEWS from DOD and VA. 

Marines and Sailors that were on 

board ships within 12 miles of Vi-

etnam are eligible for agent orange 

exposure disability. Also from DOD, any veteran 

that has a service connected disability rating 

from VA has exchange and commissary privi-

lege's as of 1 January 2020.  This can be handy 

if traveling near any military base. Be sure to 

have your VA card with you.   

Semper Fi.                                                         

Tom Jones, Sr. Vice                                             

(406)670-4364     tcgysgt21@yahoo.com                                    

Senior Vice Commandant Report: 

In previous editions of the Newsletter we added 
some new content that will be available in the 

digital edition only. This will help keep are letter 
costs down and still have the best of both 

worlds. Contact me if you want the digital copy 
sent to your email. 

Tim 
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 Marine Corps League 
Eugene Sara Detachment #418 

Meeting Minutes                                                                                                              
December 14th, 2019 

 
Meeting called to order @ 1900      Ritual followed 
Officers present:  Tom Lowry, Tom Jones , Tim Bender, Scott Dunlap, Keith Thompson, Jim Born-
er, Mike Tolstedt.                                                                                                                                   
New Applications for membership:  None                                                                                                               
Last Meeting Minutes:  Read and approved. Miles City Squad minutes: See Miles City Page                                                                                
Correspondence: Thank you cards from the Ahlgren family, Jerry Scherers Family, James Kimble 
family for graveside services & honor guard.  Leonard Livingstone with Beaver Creek Rendezvous 
sent a thank you for the donation to their cause. Also a thankyou and $300 check from Marge 
Talmadge 
Paymasters Report:   89 current members, 32 annual, 53 Life members, 4 associate                             
Chaplain:   Bill Van Wieren took a fall and is currently at AspenView nursing center. Gordon Blake is 
on dialysis and in rehab. Prayers to all!!                     Senior Vice:  Gun show raised $555  for the 
raffle, as well as selling four of the convention coins. The rifle winner was Baylor Ordoyne from Loui-
siana.       Junior Vice:    The Christmas/ Ornament exchange party was attended by 16 members 
and spouses. Good food and good food and fun for all.         Jr. Past Commandant:   None              
Adjutant: None                Judge Advocate:   None           Detail Commander:    The League was 
locked out of the Pearl Harbor 2019 Commemoration at the cemetery as Tom & Jim were not availa-
ble to attend the planning meeting and a misunderstanding by Bill Kennedy.. Wreaths across 
America on 12/14 at Laurel National Cemetery, need one leaguer to participate.                       
Report of any member or member’s family sick or in distress:   Tinys daughter Becky has been 
hospitalized at Advanced care Hospital,  
Standing Committees: 
Riverside Cemetery Detail / Friends of the Cemetery —  The Riverside detail—completed/ 
Friends of the Cemetery meetings are 3rd Thursday of the Month and the meeting for January 16th 
is set for 1700 or 1800 at Bill Kennedys office on 2617 Virginia Ln.      Toys for Tots —   Needs two 
Leaguers to man the back door at the toy distribution center for the 9th –14th. Discussion was held 
on donating $2000 for the purchase of bicycles & helmets for Toys for Tots ,additional amendment 
made adding $300 check funds from Marge Talmadge to the purchases. Motion was made and 2nd 
to this and voted Aye!!    Finance Committee —    None                    Young Marines —  $75 pa-
rade fee was paid by the league for holiday parade.        Birthday Ball  —   None                                              
Old Business —  After the Billings MCL convention, The National events coordinator quit and has 
not been replaced as yet. Consequently Daytona has been contacting Tom requesting information to 
help them get ready for Their convention. Good of the League—  Tom requested that everyone that 
has been in or on details make sure you are on an after action report so you get credit for participa-
tion and are eligible for ribbons!!  Devil Dog members need to pay the kennel fees to be up to da and 
so we can get the unit here up and running.   Next gun show is in February2/15 –2/16, motion 
was made to purchase a Henry rifle for up to $500 motion was 2nd and voted aye.                                              
New Business —   Mike Tolstedt has been working with Billings Mayor Bill Cole on Military  Suicide 
Prevention and asked the League include resource numbers for the VA center and crisis line in the 
newsletter and the Facebook  and web pages. It is in the digital version of the letter so far. Mike 
handed out crisis line flyers to members. Mike is also looking for volunteers to take referrals of veter-
ans that are in crisis. Mike also made a motion to have the league get League business cards with 
the VA center and Crisis line information also on it. This motion was 2nd and voted Aye!  

Meeting closed at 2022hrs.                                                                                                   

Next meeting will be @ 1900 on January 13th, 2020 
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   Judge Advocates Report: 

 No Report      

Semper Fi!                                

   

Mike Tolstedt (406)698-4965                                             

mtolstedt@yahoo.com.  

 

. 

 

 
 
 

                                          

 

 
 

  
 

Marines, 
January events—    
                                                                                        
January 13th– Regular MCL Business Meet-
ing at the heights VFW. 
 
Keith Thompson, Detail Commander  

 

For Crisis assistance after hours, week-
ends, and holidays call:                                                   
1-877-WAR-VETS (1-877-927-8387) 
  

  Sergeant at Arms Report: 

Billings Vet Center 
2795 Enterprise Avenue 
Suite 1 
Billings, MT 59102 
Main Number: 
406-657-6071  

mailto:mtolstedt@yahoo.com
http://veteranscrisisline.net/
https://www.va.gov/find-locations/facility/vc_0509V
tel:406-657-6071
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Miles City Squad B Meeting Minutes 

No meeting held for December   

 

As there are no minutes for the squad this 
time I have taken the opportunity  to place 

some photos in their place 

 

Thanks again, to all of our members and sponsors for all of your continuing support through-
out the past and current year. You are all important to our continuing programs and events. 

The Final photos for the year 2019. From our 
Christmas Party/ Ornament exchange which was 

held at the Billings 4Bs. 
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OUR MARINES  
This is a new addition to our newsletter where we will be honoring active duty and 
honorably discharged Montana Marines.                                             

Jerry B. Scherer, MSgt USMC (Ret), 89, of Billings MT, passed 

away peacefully on November 6, 2019 surrounded by his family.                                                                                                   
Jerry was born June 20, 1930, in Evanston, IL.  His mother, Christine 
Bunker and stepfather, Al Schwichtenberg settled in Plankinton, SD. 

Jerry grew up there until the call of duty led him to the United States 
Marine Corp. 
Jerry enlisted in the USMC in 1947 and proudly served his country for 
21 years, retiring in 1968 as a Master Sergeant.  He served several 
tours in Korea and Vietnam.  Jerry was a young Marine when he en-
tered the Korean War on September 15, 1950, beginning with the 
Landing on Inchon.  During his first tour in Korea, he was in multiple 
operations to include the recapture of Seoul as well as the infamous 
Battle of Chosin Reservoir in which his “duty, sacrifice and valor during that battle distinguished him as a 
member of the exclusive brotherhood of honor known as the Chosin Few.” He returned to Korea after the 
signing of the Korean War Armistice in 1953 as the only American advisor to a ROK (Republic of Korea) 
Marine Corps Tank Battalion with the responsibility of the modernization of that force.  In addition to his 
service in Korea, he also survived multiple campaigns during an 18-month-long tour in the Vietnam War 
ending with his retirement in 1968. His decorations include two combat Action Ribbons, 5 Presidential Unit 
Citations, Navy Unit Accommodation, Meritorious Unit Citation, 6 Good Conduct Ribbons, Korean Service 
Ribbon with four stars, Vietnam Service Ribbon with two Stars, Vietnam Cross of Gallantry, the United Na-
tions Service Ribbon and multiple others. The discipline, patriotism and dedication to family he learned in 
the Marines never left him and was evident in everything he did.  He was known for saying that the Marine 
Corps gave him everything he had and taught him everything he knew. 
Jerry met the love of his life, Katherine Schroeder, while on military leave and they were married Decem-
ber 1, 1962 in Plankinton, SD.  After retiring from the USMC, in 1970 he moved his family to Billings, MT 
where they raised three children, Christina Parker, Wendy Cassidy and Jerry (J.P.) Scherer. 
A Special thank you to the local 4×4 Clubs for their tireless effort to finishing the restoration of Jerry’s WWII 
Jeep that Jerry became physically unable to complete.  That Jeep meant the world to him! 
 

Marine Corps History in November     source - marineparents.com 

January 10, 1995,  Pentagon announced that 2,600 U.S. Marines would be deployed to Somalia for Oper-

ation United Shield to assist the United Nations peacekeeping troops.      

January 11, 1945, The first elements of Marine Aircraft Group (MAG) 24, 

commanded by Colonel Lyle H. Meyer, arrived at Lingayen, Luzon in the Phil-

ippines to provide air support for US Army forces.                                                          

January 16, 1991, Operation Desert Shield became Operation Desert Storm 

as allied coalition forces launched an all-out attack air campaign against tar-

gets in Iraq and occupied Kuwait in an effort to liberate Kuwait.                                  

January 18, 1951, Marines with the 1st Division began operations against 

guerrillas near Pohang, South Korea, following the Division's return from it's 

monumental battle with Chinese Communist forces at the Chosin Reservoir. 

January 20, 1968, The second battle for Khe Sanh began outside the village 

of the same name in the Quang Tri Province, Vietnam, when the People's Ar-

my of North Vietnam (PAVN) launched a massive artillery bombardment on 

the U.S. Marine garrison.                                                                                                 

January 22, 1969, Operation Dewey Canyon, The most successful high-

mobility regimental-size action of the Vietnam War, began in the A Shau/Da 

Krong Valleys when the 9th Marines, were lifted from Quang Tri.                         

January 29, 1991, the first serious ground-combat of Operation Desert Storm 

broke out when Iraqi troops mounted an attack into Saudi Arabia along a 40-

mile front.  
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In July of 1944 the Joint Chiefs of Staff were considering the next target in the Pacific campaign.  It was 
understood that a land base was needed within striking distance of the Japanese mainland and the is-
land of Iwo Jima was identified as that island.  This island was only two hours flying time from Japan 
and would provide the base needed to launch the attacks on the Japanese islands. It was only three 
months later that it seemed the Army was going to take the Philippines.  The B-29’s based in Saipan 
were conducting raids on Japan so the decision was made to take the island of Iwo Jima.  Admiral Nim-
itz was directed to prepare the invasion of Iwo Jima for February, 1945. 
The first raid on the Japanese islands was a complete success due to the fact that the raid was a com-
plete surprise to the Japanese.  It was launched from Saipan on 27 November 1944, and the raids that 
were conducted after that met stiff resistance.  The fighter protection shot up the B-29’s going to the is-
lands and on the way back also.  The need to secure the base at Iwo Jima was the top priority to end 
the loss of aircrews and planes. 
Best described by the Marines that saw a picture of Iwo Jima remarked “not worth fifty cents at a sher-
iff’s sale”.   The island was shaped much like a pork chop, was only two and a half miles wide by five 
miles long with a volcano at the southern end.  Iwo was covered with coarse black volcanic ash, which 
would make walking difficult and running impossible.  Japan regarded it as an integral part of the de-
fense system of the homeland and garrisoned it according to its importance.  In 1945, Lt General Ku-
ribayashi was in command of the defenses on Iwo Jima.  Many Marine officers stated that they hoped 
that Japan didn’t have anymore like him.  General Kuribayashi was a respected officer in the Emperor’s 
service.  His defenses were the greatest the Marines would face in WWII, and the planning of those 
made the island impregnable.  There were 20,000 troops on the island from various units.  The island 
had over 750 installations which included 120 guns larger than 75mm, 90 large mortars and rocket 
launchers, 130 howitzers, 69 antitank guns and 240 machine guns of 20 mm and larger.  On the beach-
es the Marines would face 201 installations, 13,000 yards of tunnels and 92 pillboxes along with 32 artil-
lery emplacements.  Many of these guns were on Suribachi looking down on the beaches to give the 
maximum fire.  General Kuribayashi’s plans were to focus on the gradual depletion of the enemy’s at-
tack forces and if the situation gets out of hand to defend the corner of the island to the death.  For the 
last three years the battles of the Pacific gave him the needed information to make his own defensive 
plans.  To allow the Marines to gain a foothold and hold them on the beaches then rain down fire upon 
the beach.  If this failed then allow them to come inland to fixed gun positions.  There were no counterat-
tack plans issued except in the case of tanks which the artillery was to give priority.  The American Navy 
ended the convoys going to Iwo Jima.  It meant the island would not receive any reinforcements or sup-
plies.  Iwo was soon to be invaded by three divisions of Marines backed by 18 destroyers and 1 battle-
ship, while the Japanese troops faced the inevitability of death without complaint. 
On December 8, 1944 the bombing of Iwo Jima began when 164 B-24’s and B-29’s flew over and 
dropped their bombs.  A few hours later the navy sent three cruisers with a naval bombardment.  Be-
tween this date and 15 February the island received daily attacks, however even after all the bombing 
the aerial photo’s showed new installations.  With the fortifications on the island the Marine Corps esti-
mated 20,000 casualties.  On D-day minus two an artillery battery opened up on the navy cruiser and 
killed 17 men and wounding 98, and a destroyer received light hits, while LCI 474 capsized.  The Japa-
nese thought that this was the invasion and revealed some shore batteries which the navy destroyed on 
D-day minus one. 
 
Next Month: Invasion of Iwo Jima 

GUNNY’S CORNER                                   

by Jim Sausoman                                                                                                              
  

The Road to Iwo Jima 


