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Best Regards Marines! 
      It is unfortunate that my first 
communication as your new Com-
mandant comes on the heels of 
the current coronavirus. As you 
know, due to the ongoing emer-
gent crisis, on March 17th your 
newly elected officers were in-
stalled without a formal swearing 

in ceremony. That being said when the time is 
right, we will have a formal ceremony. We will 
keep you posted. Your new officers are Mike Tol-
stedt, Commandant, Sr. Vice Tom Jones, Jr. Vice 
Tim Bender, Ralph McKinney Judge Advocate, 
Sgt. At Arms Doug Wood, Scott Dunlap Adjutant-
Paymaster and Jim Borner Chaplin.  It goes with-
out saying that the Marine Corps League has the 
responsibility and obligation to ensure that our 
members and their families have the safest envi-
ronment when we participate in MCL events, 
functions, and meetings. It is in furtherance of 
these obligations that we were compelled to can-
cel the April meeting and formal swearing in of 
officers. We will continue to monitor National, De-
partment, Federal, and State directives. We hope 
to proceed with future meetings and events when 
the current events permit. We have also been ad-
vised that committal services and honor ceremo-
nies will not be conducted until further notice.  I 
would also like to take this opportunity to extend 
our deepest appreciation to Commandant Tom 
Lowry and Sgt. At Arms Keith Thompson          
(continued to right)  —> 

    
 
 

                                                            

Commandants Message 

(continued)     for all their great work these past years 
on behalf of our Detachment. They have both spent 
endless hours and effort in performance of their du-
ties on our behalf. At the National Convention the 
Commandant of the Marine Corps through his au-
thorized spokesperson, conveyed the message that 
the Marine Corps League is an integral part of the 
Marine Corps and that the Corps relies heavily on 
the League and its members to fulfill its mission. 
Tom and Keith have done our Detachment proud in 
furtherance of our mission. Saying thanks seems 
inadequate. GREAT JOB MARINES!                                                                               
Semper Fi!                                                                             
Mike Tolstedt (406)698-4965                                             
mtolstedt@yahoo.com 

mailto:mtolstedt@yahoo.com
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To all League Members,  
 As we all know the Corona-
virus has put the brakes on most 
everything in our lives. Our next 
meeting is postponed, the installa-
tion and awards are postponed 
and most of us still working are 
limited on hours. Spend time with 
your loved ones for now and stay 

as safe from illness as possible. As things open 
up we will keep everyone advised on events re-
scheduled or cancelled. Best to all! 
 
Semper Fi, 
Tim Bender, Jr Vice 
(406)697-5968 
tim.mtlonegunman@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Jr. Vice Commandants Report: 

Members & families, 
 There isn’t much to re-
port, present situation of epi-
demic has taken 
over our lives. One thing I'd like 
to mention is the renewal of our 
sponsors. It will be quite difficult 
right now. I know for one fact, 
when I was collecting many 
said, if you can't show up per-

sonally don't bother. There have been new 
ones, so don't know if it's true in all cases. I 
have been home for two weeks, Dr.'s sugges-
tion. Well stay home, stay safe, and keep the 
Lord in your hearts. 
 
Semper Fi,                                                         
James Borner, Chaplain                                         
(406)850-1802                                               
jborner@gmail.com                                             
 
 

       Chaplains Report: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

    Paymasters Report: 

       Hello all, 
   Hope everyone is making the 
       best of the self-quarantine.  I  
       myself find it very stressful.  Be
       tween my own concerns of liber
       ty vs. safety, my wife’s concerns 
       for the health and protection of 
       our home, and my coworkers  
       same concerns plus all the  
       hoops we now must jump 
through to even be allowed on the site, I will say 
my plate has been very full.  Luckily, this set of 
days off I only had to give up one extra day to 
work and have been able to socially distance my-
self at home, mostly hanging out with my son and 
taking the dogs for a walk.  It would seem every-
one, for the most part is doing the same.  I hope 
this finds everyone doing well both their health 
and marriage.  I and my wife Donna are grateful 
that I return to work tomorrow, it may be a sacri-
fice to my health, but it is one she is willing to 
make. 
Semper Fidelis, Scott 

Scott Dunlap, Paymaster    
 (406) 281-1271   
 
 
MCL dues are $35 please remit to the Detach-
ment at: PO Box 2051 Billings, MT 59103. 
You may wish to consider Life Membership, the 
rates are as follows: 
AGES      65+        $200 
           51-64          $300 
           36-50          $400 
           35 & under  $500                                                       
Life membership costs may be going up! 



3 

 

Marine Corps Leaguers,  
 On November 5, 1775 the Sec-
ond Continental Congress commis-
sioned Samuel Nicholas (1744 – 
8/27/1790) the first captain of the Conti-
nental Marines, which became the Unit-
ed States Marine Corps. As its first 
commissioned officer, Capt. Nicholas 
was the first commander of the Conti-

nental Marines and, by tradition, is said to be the first 
commandant of the USMC. Capt. Nicholas, a native 
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, was politically con-
nected on his mother's side; her brother served as 
mayor. Nicholas studied at what would become the 
University of Pennsylvania. A Freemason, Nicholas 
recruited marines where his Masonic Lodge met, the 
Tun Tavern.  Under Lord Dunmore, the British had 
been raiding colonies and inflicting damage along the 
southeast coast, especially on the coast of what is 
now the state of Virginia. The Congress learned that 
Dunmore has stockpiled weapons and supplies in 
New Providence, Bahamas, and ordered Esek Hop-
kins, commander of the Continental Navy ship 
"Alfred", to end the Dunmore menace.  Hopkins sent 
Nicholas and his marines to raid New Providence. 
They captured Nassau on March 3, not quite two 
months after leaving Philadelphia. About a month lat-
er, on April 6, the marines saw their first naval battle, 
against the “Glasgow”. On June 25, Samuel Nicholas 
was promoted to Major. Major Archibald Henderson 
served as acting commandant for nearly six months 
in 1818-1819. All other commandants have held at 
least the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. 
More Info: en.wikipedia.org 

  
Semper Fi 
Tom Jones, Sr. Vice                                                     

(406)670-4364                                    

tcgysgt21@yahoo.com                                    

Senior Vice Commandant Report: 

In previous editions of the Newsletter we added 
some new content that will be available in the digital 

edition only. This will help keep are letter costs 
down and still have the best of both worlds. Contact 
me if you want the digital copy sent to your email. 

Tim 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel_Nicholas
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 Marine Corps League 
Eugene Sara Detachment #418 

Meeting Minutes                                                                                                              
March 9th, 2020 

 
Meeting called to order @ 1900      Ritual followed 
Officers present:  Tom Lowry, Tom Jones (excused) , Tim Bender, Scott Dunlap, Keith Thompson, 
Jim Borner, Mike Tolstedt.                                                                                                                                   
New Applications for membership:  Joe Aguilar (Renewal/ New) - Motion made and 2nd voted 
aye to accept Joe. Welcome Back Joe!                                                                                                               
Last Meeting Minutes:  Read and approved                                                                                                   
Miles City Squad minutes: See Miles City Page                                                                                       
Correspondence: Multiple Donation/Thank you cards from different people in honor of Herb Living-
ston that were forwarded by Donna Tauscher (Herbs Daughter) and a card from Bill Van Wieren.  
Paymasters Report:   90 current members, 33 annual, 53 Life members, 4 associate , 5 past due.  
All funds account have been balanced. Motion made to accept report as read. 2nd and voted aye. 
Miles City elections were held, Details to be announced. Tim Brought forward a question on the fire-
arm purchased with MC squad funds and reimbursed about the transfer of the firearm to the MC 4H 
and insuring the detachment would have no liability.       Chaplain:   Bill Van Wieren is doing better 
and currently in Las Vegas. Gordon Blake is on kidney dialysis for 3 weeks now, doing good. Pete 
Siegel, fell and reinjured himself, is at home. Tim Fell ill at work with a Gastro-intestinal bleed and 
hospitalized for 3 days. Jim Borner fell and hit his head at home and required several stitches. Ma-
rine John Emigh (former Deputy Sheriff) in in convalescent care at Eagle Cliff Manor. Member Rich-
ard Millard is having health issues.  Prayers to all!!       Senior Vice:    No report ==   Cmdt Lowry 
took the opportunity to discuss the Butte Mid Winter MCL Conference, main topic was uniforms in 
pictures forwarded to the Semper Fi magazine, many incorrect and changes to the National web 
page, including a library and access instructions. If you want access you need a password which will 
be issued from any officer, or send National an email for access. They will verify membership and 
allow. Life Membership costs will be going up, if considering a life membership, act soon. National 
MCL now has a facebook page. The Veterans suicide hotline, Vets for warriors lines which are post-
ed in this letter were discussed. The Dept. Convention is tentatively scheduled for may 15-17 at the 
Hampton Inn in Great Falls. $50 registration fee, contact Tom Lowry if you have questions.  A mo-
tion was made to purchase a half page ad for the May convention. Motion was 2nd and voted aye.  
Junior Vice:   Installation Dinner was initially to be held at Billings Hotel, with the current lock-
down all activities are suspended to further notice.           Jr. Past Commandant:   None              
Adjutant: Is checking on financial CD rates.     Judge Advocate:   None           Detail Commander:  
St. Patrick's day parade –March 14th Cancelled,  all activities are suspended to further notice.                           
Report of any member or member’s family sick or in distress:   See Chaplains report 
Standing Committees: 
Riverside Cemetery Detail / Friends of the Cemetery —   Riverside detail—   Probably will not 
have contract for headstones with the county.        Friends of the Cemetery— Upcoming (pending 
events—  Unclaimed remains 07/01/20 & 10/07/20, March 25, Vietnam Vets commemorative Can-
celled.  Memorial Day (Tentative).       Toys for Tots —   None          Finance Committee —   
None     Young Marines —   None     Birthday Ball  —   None      Good of the League— Amend-
ment to  Motion made at the March meeting to purchase sponsorship of a bench for $3000 out of 
funds in Honor of Herb Livingston, actual cost was found to be $3500 with inscription. This was put 
out to membership and the motion was made to pay $3500 for the bench. Motion 2nd and voted 
aye.  Mike Tolstedt talked to the state suicide hotline about adding our detachment to their resource 
phone lists. QPR sessions are available to league members who would like to help with suicide pre-
vention. Mike will also act as the Marine 4 Life program liason. Mike also had business cards availa-
ble, see Mike if you want some. Awards committee is waiting on input from Ryan Parsons. Deadlines 
for State Dept & National awards submissions is 4/15 and 4/30 for Marine of the Year submission.           
Election results:  Commandant—Mike Tolstedt , Sr. Vice— Tom Jones, Jr.Vice— Tim Bender  
Judge Advocate — Ralph McKinney   appointees:  Chaplain— Jim Borner, Adjutant/
Paymaster— Scott Dunlap, Sgt at Arms– Doug Wood                                                                              

(Minutes continued on page 5) 
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   Judge Advocates Report: 

   This office is something that is very new to me. I 

am confident that with members help the job will get 

done.  Hope all are staying healthy. 

Ralph McKinney 

 

March 9th minutes (continued from Pg 4).  
Old Business –None                                                                 

New Business— 6 Gift cards will be applied to the 

purchase of the memorial bench for Herb Livingston 

MSUB Cadet ROTC was to hold a dinner on April 

4th, which has been postponed/cancelled. There is 

also a new gym on Broadwater catering to Veterans 

and provides counseling too.  

Meeting closed at 2032hrs.                                                                                                           

Next meeting information will be posted after 
the coronavirus emergency has abated    

Marines, 
March events—    
                                                                                       
March 9th– Regular MCL Business Meeting at 
the heights VFW. 1900hrs.            
March 14th —  St. Patty’s Day Parade downtown 
Billings  —Cancelled 
All further details on hold until further notice 
Keith Thompson, Detail Commander  
 
  

  Sergeant at Arms Report: 

 

   
 For Crisis assistance  
after hours, weekends, 

and holidays call:                                                   
1-877-WAR-VETS (1-877-

927-8387) 

Billings Vet Center 
2795 Enterprise Avenue 
Suite 1 
Billings, MT 59102 
Main Number: 
406-657-6071  

Buy, Sell or trade you unused uniform parts or 
pieces in this column of the newsletter. Just 
send the item description to me and I will list 
them for you.   —Tim 
Tom Lowry has 2 pair of Dress shoes size 10.5 
& a cover size 71/4. 
I have numerous items from Jim Borner and Di-
ana Schaefer for use, just contact Tim at 697-
5968. 

http://veteranscrisisline.net/
https://www.va.gov/find-locations/facility/vc_0509V
tel:406-657-6071
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Miles City Squad B Meeting Minutes 

March 3rd, 2020 @1800hrs 

Regular meeting called to order by Squad Leader Dee Murray                                             
Ritual Followed                                                                                                                                    
All Officers Present                                                                                                                  
No new membership applications                                                                                                  
No one sick or under the weather  

Our meeting was held at 1800hrs at the VFW.                                                                            
The meeting started with the election of officers: Squad Leader –Dee Murray,  Adju-
tant /Paymaster — Tom Ketchum, Chaplain — Ed Heinle, Sgt At Arms — Jim Keith. 
Jim Keith reported on the toy dance, they raised $11,600. They were able to help 573 
disabled kids & 45 disabled adults.                                                                        

Next meeting will be April?? To Be Determined, 2020 at the VFW at 1800hrs. 

Respectfully submitted by         Thomas Ketchum  

 

 

Thanks again, to all of our members and sponsors for all of your continuing support throughout 
the past and current year. You are all important to our continuing programs and events. 
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2020 MCL MID-WINTER  AGENDA HIGHLIGHTS 
Department of Montana MCL—3-7-2020 

Upcoming National conventions                                                                                                                                                      
2020 — Daytona.  
2021—  Springfield 
2023 — Big Anniversary so convention location will be open to any Dept  in the US to bid not by quad-
rants 
2024 — Back to quadrants. 

Soon…..Members will be able to change address and pay your dues on line.                                                            
Members may opt out of printed semper fi magazine.  Soon…..Members will be able to change address 
and pay your dues on line. 
IF you are not a 401 c 4 -  all detachments not protected under MCL insurance. 
National  will be doing all  ACH bank transactions – 
Need Account and routing numbers for each detachment. 
990 – state corp filing – commandant and adjutant/paymaster should be listed.                                                                          
Cost of life membership is going to go up substantially.  So if you have been thinking about it DO 
IT NOW ! Cover is the basic uniform. If you wear any thing else the regulations will apply. 
New uniform regs will be distributed. 
National has been looking at pictures and are contacting detachments to verify their uniforms.                               
Marine Corps & MCL have to take pride in our uniforms.   
If you go to National  -  Sgt at arms will not permit you into the meeting, Just wear a cover. 
Winter clothing for funeral details. Red windbreaker jackets are ok 
Library -  has code written  addendum for winter funeral details.                                                                                                    
Local clothing — — 
If you are using the EGA. Must have Marine Corps League written somewhere.  NOT just Marine Corps 
Golf shirts  lower cost for members. 

Dept Convention – Great Falls     May 15 – 17   

National and Department Awards submission handout explaining all the award rules. All submissions due 

by April 30. Dept marine of the year or Dept associate and State awards must be in by April 15.  National 

Marine of the Year.  July 15
th.  

Straight to national. Department Marine of the year does not have to be Na-

tional Marine of the Year.                                                                                                                                               

Department web site needs proofreading from each detachment.                                                                    

ID cards mailed out Mar 14 – 15 thousands mailed out, should have 

been received by now. If you do not have them by end of month let 

your detachment know!                                             

Minutes - - Adjutant Janet Wagner 

Message from National Marine Corps League  

Marines,                                                                                                                       

 Some of you already know that I have been sick since last Thursday, 

assuming the virus, I immediately sheltered in place and self- quarantined. I 

was tested on Sunday and just got my results back today. I did test positive 

for the covid-19.  That being said, I do feel better than I did 8 days ago. So, 

we are now officially quarantined until 6 April. So far Norma and Kenny have 

no symptoms.          I will be available on line or phone if needed.                                                                                                                         

Semper Fi     Everyone stay safe and Healthy, Dennis Tobin-
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Legendary Marines:  Colonel John W. Thomason 
 
It was 28th February 1893 and the family of Dr. Thomason grew by one.  The baby was named John W. 
Thomason II.  The family lived in Huntsville, Texas.  Dr Thomason expected his son to grow up and then 
follow in his footsteps, to take over the land and become a doctor also.  But young John loved reading and 
showed a talent for art.  He didn’t like school and had no interest in any profession.  Upon finishing high 
school he entered college; in fact he would enroll in three different schools but never did very well.  He be-
came a teacher for a couple of years and then went on to become a reporter for a short while.  When the 
United States entered the First World War, John entered the Marine Corps.  He had finally found what he 
would enjoy, along with his art and writing, the Marine Corps was where he belonged.  Lieutenant Thom-
ason reported to the 4

th
 Marine Brigade in France, April 1918.  Lt Thomason would go on to lead his pla-

toon into battle at Belleau Wood and the Soissons.  During the battle he would distinguish himself destroy-
ing a pair of machine gun nest with one of his NCOs’.  He would go on to receive the Navy Cross and an 
Army Silver Star for these acts of bravery.  Lt. Thomason was promoted to XO of the company and return 
to fight in the battles of St. Mihiel and Blanc Mont.  During that time he became extremely sick with the flu 
and was taken out of action.  While he was recuperating, the war ended and the armistice was signed.  Af-
ter the war Lt Thomason was stationed in Cuba in the early 1920’s.  During his duty there he tried some 
writing but most of his stories were rejected.  The public was tired of reading about the war, from what the 
editors stated.  Lt. Thomason was transferred to the ammunition depot near New York City.  While sta-
tioned there, Lt Thomason displayed some of his art work.  A Marine friend, Laurence Stallings, of his from 
the war, saw his art work and started to get him into the right circles in the city.  A national magazine pub-
lished one of his articles about the battle of Soissons.  The article came out in the magazine in the summer 
of 1925.  “Fix Bayonets” received good reviews for his in depth view of men in combat and the illustrations 
he created.  This led to more demand for his work.  By this time Thomason was promoted to Captain.  His 
writings would earn him more money than his pay, but he loved the Marine Corps, so he chose to stay in.  
The Marines would be his primary job.  He became noticed by the Commandant and was commissioned to 
write a history of the 2

nd
 Division in World War I.  He would still have to perform his duties as an officer.  

Captain Thomason would go on to serve in the Legation Guard in Peking and attend the Army and Navy 
War College. He commanded the Marine Detachment of the USS Rochester (CA-2)Template:WP Ships 
USS instances, and was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel commanding the 2nd Battalion, 6th Marine Regi-
ment at San Diego then was assigned to the Office of Naval Intelligence prior to the attack on Pearl Harbor.  
During his spare time he would be the editor for a major national magazine plus publish several books.  In 
between the wars Colonel Thomason became hospitalized due to his exhaustion.  Some would say it was 
due to his use of alcohol, but whatever the cause his physical condition prevented him from playing a role 
in World War II.  Colonel Thomason would serve as a training officer and a planner in the pacific theater. At 
the beginning of American involvement in World War II Thomason was assigned to Admiral Chester Nim-
itz's staff as an inspector of Marine installations and visited Guadalcanal during the fighting.   The closest 
he came again to the front was during the Munda Airfield battle on New Georgia.  He would be sent home 
in August 1943 and would die in March 1944 at the age of 51.  Colonel Thomason’s stories both fictional 
and factual of his fellow Marines in war and peace would remain among the very best of the Corps.  His 
drawings equally capture the everyday life and death of Marines.  His ability to translate what he saw and 
felt in his stories and art has not been matched by any other Marine.  

 GUNNYS CORNER BY JIM SAUSOMAN  
 
“People forget how fast you did a job, but they remember 
how well you did it!” 

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Template:WP_Ships_USS_instances&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Template:WP_Ships_USS_instances&action=edit&redlink=1

