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  Good day Marines!                         

 As you know, we continue 

to monitor the directives and guid-

ance of the Federal, State, local 

authorities regarding the corona-

virus. Just as important and with 

added relevance are the direc-

tives of the National and Depart-

ment MCL. The situation with the virus is a fluid 

one with different States taking different ap-

proaches to protect its citizens. Montana has 

elected to move into Phase 1 which continues 

physical distancing (6 feet), no more than 10 peo-

ple in circumstances that do not readily allow for 

appropriate distancing and the recommendation 

that all vulnerable people should continue to fol-

low “stay at home” guidance.  As of this writing 

the MCL National Office continues to put funeral 

and color guard details on hold. My priorities are 

protecting our members and their families. Based 

on the absence of our usual activities coupled 

with the need to protect our Marines and their 

families, the general consensus of your Officers 

was to cancel the May meeting. That being said 

the old Marine adage “ Prior Planning Prevents 

Piss Poor Performance” holds true and your De-

tachment stands ready to fulfill its Mission. STAY 

SAFE! If you have any questions please do not 

hesitate to contact me or any of your Detachment 

Officers. Semper Fi. Mike Tolstedt , Commandant 

Eugene Sara Detachment. 

                                                            

Commandants Message 

Semper Fi!                                                                             
Mike Tolstedt (406)698-4965                                             
mtolstedt@yahoo.com 

   
 For Crisis assistance  after hours, week-

ends, and holidays call:                                                   
1-877-WAR-VETS (1-877-927-8387) 

mailto:mtolstedt@yahoo.com
http://veteranscrisisline.net/
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Fellow survivors, 
 Well, it looks like we Hell 
Hounds survived this crisis. Hope 
that everyone is still healthy and 
not going nuts from isolation.  I 
have reached out to a number of 
members to and see how you’re 
holding up and it sounds like most 
of us are doing fine. Some with 

more problems than others, who are exercising 
more caution and staying home. 
 So far no word as to when we will have 
the official Installation and awards, as soon as 
things are more normal and we get clearance we 
will post the information.  Since this newsletter is 
light on articles it has quite a bit of Marine Corps 
history in it. Please take the time to learn some 
things about Marine Corps heritage. 
Semper Fi, 
 
Tim Bender, Jr Vice 
(406)697-5968 
tim.mtlonegunman@gmail.com 

Jr. Vice Commandants Report: 

Marines & families, 

I pray everyone has remained 

safe and healthy. I personally 

have been home for over a 

month. I certainly would rather 

be out doing my bidding, but it 

would only take one. The good 

Lord is probably trying 

to tell us something. As they 

say, "What we don't get done today will be there 

tomorrow." Blessings to all. 

 
Semper Fi,                                                         
James Borner, Chaplain                                         
(406)850-1802                                               
jborner@gmail.com                                             

       Chaplains Report: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Paymasters Report: 

       Semper Fidelis, Scott 

                         Scott Dunlap, Paymaster  
   (406) 281-1271   
 
MCL dues are $35 please remit to the Detach-
ment at: PO Box 2051 Billings, MT 59103. 
You may wish to consider Life Membership, the 
rates are as follows: 
AGES      65+        $200 
           51-64          $300 
           36-50          $400 
           35 & under  $500                                                       
Life membership costs may be going up! 

 
 
 No Report 

In previous editions of the Newsletter we added 
some new content that will be available in the digi-
tal edition only. This will help keep are letter costs 
down and still have the best of both worlds. Con-
tact me if you want the digital copy sent to your 

email. 
Tim 
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Marine Corps Leaguers,  
 Robert Emmett O'Malley (born 

June 3, 1943) is a former US Marine 

who was the first Marine Corps recipi-

ent of the Medal of Honor in the Vi-

etnam War. He received the medal for 

his actions as a corporal on August 18, 

1965, during Operation Starlite.  

CITATION: 
For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action 
against the communist (Viet Cong) forces at the risk 
of his life above and beyond the call of duty while 
serving as Squad Leader in Company "I", Third Bat-
talion, Third Marines, Third Marine Division 
(Reinforced) near An Cu'ong 2, South Vietnam, on 18 
August 1965. While leading his squad in the assault 
against a strongly entrenched enemy force, his unit 
came under intense small arms fire. With complete 
disregard for his personal safety, Corporal O'Malley 
raced across an open rice paddy to a trench line 
where the enemy forces were located. Jumping into 
the trench, he attacked the Viet Cong with his rifle 
and grenades, and singly killed eight of the enemy. 
He then led his squad to the assistance of an adja-
cent Marine unit which was suffering heavy casual-
ties. Continuing to press forward, he reloaded his 
weapon and fired with telling effect into the enemy 
emplacement. He personally assisted in the evacua-
tion of several wounded Marines, and again regroup-
ing the remnants of his squad, he returned to the 
point of the heaviest fighting. Ordered to an evacua-
tion point by an officer, Corporal O'Malley gathered 
his besieged and badly wounded squad, and boldly 
led them under fire to a helicopter for withdrawal. Alt-
hough three times wounded in this encounter, and 
facing imminent death from a fanatic and determined 
enemy, he steadfastly refused evacuation and contin-
ued to cover his squad's boarding of the helicopters 
while, from an exposed position, he delivered fire 
against the enemy until his wounded men were evac-
uated. Only then, with his last mission accomplished, 
did he permit himself to be removed from the battle-
field. By his valor, leadership, and courageous ef-
forts in behalf of his comrades, he served as an in-
spiration to all who observed him, and reflected the 
highest credit upon the Marine Corps and the United 
States Naval Service. 
 

Semper Fi 
Tom Jones, Sr. Vice                                                     

(406)670-4364                                    

tcgysgt21@yahoo.com                                    

Senior Vice Commandant Report: 
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 Marine Corps League 
Eugene Sara Detachment #418 

Meeting Minutes           April 2020 
No meeting held 

 
.           Election results:  Commandant—Mike Tolstedt , Sr. Vice— Tom Jones, Jr.Vice— Tim Bender  
Judge Advocate — Ralph McKinney   appointees:  Chaplain— Jim Borner, Adjutant/Paymaster— 
Scott Dunlap, Sgt at Arms– Doug Wood                                                                              

 

Marine Corps History in May  source marineparents.com 

May 2, 1946, Marines from the Treasure Island Marine Barracks aided in suppressing a three-day prison 
riot at Alcatraz Federal Penitentiary in San Francisco Bay. The Marines were under the command of War-
rant Officer Charles L. Buckner, a veteran of the Bougainville and Guam campaigns in World War II, and 
did not suffer a single casualty.                                                                                                                                  
May 5, 1983, a UH-1N helicopter carrying Colonel James Mead, the commander of the American peace-
keeping force in Lebanon, was hit by machine gun fire in Beirut. Colonel Mead and his crew had just taken 
off in the helicopter to investigate artillery and rocket exchanges between Syrian-backed Druze militiamen 
and Christian Phalangists that was endangering French members of the multinational peace-keeping force 
when they came under fire.                                                                                                                                                
May 8, 1995, Marines from Marine Forces Reserve demonstrated the Corps' quick-response capabilities in 
helping evacuate more than 2,500 civilians from the New Orleans area after one of the most devastating 
storm in more than 200 years hit the region.                                                                                                                 
May 10, 1945, the 22nd Marines, 6th Marine Division, executed a pre-dawn attack across the Asa River 
Estuary and captured a bridgehead that allowed them to continue their attack toward Naha, the capital of 
Okinawa.                                                                                                                                                                       
May 15, 1862, Corporal John F. Mackie became the first Marine to earn the Medal of Honor for his Service 
on the USS Galena during actions against Confederate shore batteries at Drewry's Bluff, near Richmond, 
Virginia.                                                                                                                                                                          
May 16, 1945, the 22nd and 29th Marines continued an attack against Half Moon Hill, a day that the 6th 
Marine Division would later describe as the "bitterest" of the entire Okinawa campaign. By May 18, the 
famed Japanese "Shuri line" was breached by American forces.                                                                              
May 22, 1912, First Lieutenant Alfred A. Cunningham became the first Marine officer to be assigned to 
"duty in connection with aviation" by Major General Commandant William P. Biddle after reporting for avia-
tion training at the Naval Aviation Camp at Annapolis, Maryland. This marked the official beginning of the 
Marine aviation program.                                                                                                                                                    
May 23, 1988 the V-22 Osprey, the world's first production tilt-rotor aircraft, made its debut at Bell Helicop-
ter Textron's Arlington, Texas, facility. More than 1,000 representatives from the military, the aviation indus-
try, and the media gathered to hear various speakers, including then-Commandant of the Marine Corps, 
General Alfred Gray, praise the versatility of the aircraft.                                                                                                 
May 26, 1969, Operation Pipestone Canyon began when the 1st Battalion, 26th Marines and 3rd Battalion, 
5th Marines began sweeps in the "Dodge City"/Go Noi areas southwest of Da Nang, Vietnam. 610 enemy 
troops, as well as 34 Marines, were killed during the 
operation, which ended approximately one month 
later, in late June.                                                                                                                                                              
May 29, 1991, elements of a joint task force that in-
cluded the 5th Marine Expeditionary Brigade depart-
ed the South Asian nation of Bangladesh after nearly 
two weeks of disaster relief operations following Cy-
clone Marian, which resulted in more than 136,000 
fatalities. The task force delivered relief supplies us-
ing helicopters, C-130s, and landing craft in Opera-
tion Sea Angel.     
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   Judge Advocates Report: 

   I trust you are all staying healthy during this virus 
pandemic. I am looking forward to getting back to 
normal league activities. I miss the camaraderie. 
 
Semper Fi 
Ralph McKinney 
 

 

 

Marines, 
No detachment business meeting for May 
 
Nothing Definite at this time. Keep in mind that Me-
morial Day is coming up the end of May. Ceremo-
nies are dependent on direction from State and Na-
tional MCL. 
 
Doug Wood 
  

 

  Sergeant at Arms Report: 

 

Billings Vet Center 
2795 Enterprise Avenue 

Suite 1 
Billings, MT 59102 

Main Number: 
406-657-6071  

Buy, Sell or trade you unused uniform parts or 
pieces in this column of the newsletter. Just 
send the item description to me and I will list 
them for you.   —Tim 
Tom Lowry has 2 pair of Dress shoes size 10.5 
& a cover size 71/4. 
I have numerous items from Jim Borner and Di-
ana Schaefer for use, just contact Tim at 697-
5968. 

https://www.va.gov/find-locations/facility/vc_0509V
tel:406-657-6071
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Miles City Squad B Meeting Minutes 

    No meeting held  

The Saddest Day in the Vietnam War   By Jim Sausoman 

 In February and March of 1975 elements of Second Battalion Fourth Marine Regiment and Amphibi-
ous Ready Group Alpha were training to evacuate an embassy. The city they were going to evacuate was 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia called Operation Eagle Pull April 12, 1975. Five days later in came the Khmer 
Rouge. This was the precursor for Operation Frequent Wind which came 17 days later, our complete with-
drawal from Viet Nam. These units were at the airbase in Saigon evacuating political dignitaries, their de-
pendents, and US Nationals. After the job was done some were flown to an aircraft carrier, don't know the 
name. Once on one of the many aircraft carriers/ships a Lieutenant was given orders to take three of his 
squads and divide them accordingly. One squad was responsible for gathering all 
the weapons when helicopters landed, the other squad was responsible for gather-
ing all the animals and throwing them overboard, the last squad would fold back 
the blades on the choppers and throw them overboard to make room for the in-
coming choppers. The crews did this all day, then fell asleep on the deck. When 
the Lieutenant woke up, he thought he saw bees in the air, it was the South Viet-
namese Army leaving Viet Nam with all types of aircraft. The evacuation was the 
largest helicopter evacuation in history. This was only one ship out of the Seventh 
Fleet evacuating civilians from Viet Nam. 

 

Thanks again, to all of our members and sponsors for all of your continuing support throughout 
the past and current year. You are all important to our continuing programs and events. 
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Legendary Marines:  Major General Merritt A. Edson “Red Mike” 
 

Merritt Edson was born in Rutland Virginia April 25 1897. He grew up in Chester, 
Vermont.  It would be there that he began his military service.  He joined the Ver-
mont National Guard and would serve on the Mexican border in a little town named Eagle Pass Texas.  He 
would return to the University of Vermont in September 1916.  It was then that he would join the Marine 
Corps Reserve on June 16, 1916. He was commissioned a second lieutenant in the Marine Corps on Octo-
ber 9, 1917. In September of the next year he sailed for France with the 11th Marines. This regiment saw 
no combat, but during the last six months of his European tour, 2dLt Edson commanded Company D, 15th 
Separate Marine Battalion. Following the end of World War I, he began a diversified series of assignments 
that were to qualify him for the high commands he was to hold in later years. Promoted to first lieutenant on 
June 4, 1920, he spent the two years at Marine Barracks, Quantico, Virginia, as the Adjutant-Registrar of 
the fledgling Marine Corps Institute. His efforts greatly contributed to the organization and establishment of 
this "University for Marines". His interest in military aviation then prompted him to apply for flight training in 
Pensacola, Florida. He earned his gold wings as a Naval Aviator in 1922. 1st Lt Edson first took an exten-
sive course in advanced aviation tactics at Kelly Field, Texas, and then attended the Company Officers' 
Course at Quantico, Virginia. Later he was ordered to sea duty as Commanding Officer of the Marine De-
tachment on the USS Denver (CL-16) and was promoted to captain on December 21, 1927. During her ser-
vice in Central American waters, Capt. Edson's detachment was ashore in Nicaragua during the period 
February 1928 to 1929. In command of 160 hand picked and specially trained Marines, he fought twelve 
separate engagements with the Sandino-led bandits and denied them the use of the Poteca and Coco Riv-
er valleys. Here, he received his first Navy Cross for actions in which "his exhibition of coolness, intrepidity, 
and dash so inspired his men that superior forces of bandits were driven from their prepared positions and 
severe losses inflicted upon them." From a grateful Nicaraguan government, Capt Edson was also awarded 
the Nicaraguan Medal of Merit with Silver Star. In September 1929, Capt Edson returned to the United 
States and was assigned as tactics instructor to fledgling Marine lieutenants at The Basic School in Phila-
delphia. Capt Edson was closely associated with the development of small arms marksmanship within the 
Marine Corps. In 1921, he had been a firing member of the winning Marine Corps Team at the National 
Matches at Camp Perry, Ohio. In 1927, 1930, and 1931, he served with the rifle and pistol teams as assis-
tant coach. During the regional matches of 1932 and 1933, he acted as team coach and captain, respec-
tively. Upon the resumption of the National Matches in 1935, he was captain of the Marine Corps national 
rifle and pistol teams of 1935 and 1936, winning the national trophies in both years. He was promoted to 
major on February 9, 1936. Foreign duty as operations officer with the 4th Marines in Shanghai, China from 
1937 to 1939, enabled Maj Edson to observe closely Japanese military operations. He was promoted to 
lieutenant colonel on April 1, 1940. In June 1941, he was again transferred to Quantico, to command the 
1st Battalion, 5th Marines, which was redesignated the 1st Separate Battalion in January 1942. The train-
ing exercises which he conducted in the succeeding months with Navy high speed transports (APDs) led to 
the organization of the 1st Marine Raider Battalion in early 1942. This unit was the prototype of every Ma-
rine Raider battalion formed throughout the war. He was promoted to colonel on May 21, 1942. Lieutenant 
Colonel Edson (front row, second from left) poses for a group photo with other Marine officers on Tulagi 
shortly after the battle in August, 1942.Colonel Edson's introduction to the Pacific theater of operations be-
gan with the overseas training of his raider command in American Samoa. On August 7, 1942, his raiders, 
together with the 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines, landed on Tulagi, British Solomon Islands. Two days of severe 
fighting secured this strategic island in the Battle of Tulagi.  ( cont. on next page) 

 GUNNYS CORNER BY JIM SAUSOMAN  
 
“People forget how fast you did a job, but they remember how well you did it!” 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Denver_(CL-16)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Captain_(United_States)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_America
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicaragua
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augusto_César_Sandino
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Poteca_River&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coco_River
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coco_River
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Navy_Cross
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nicaraguan_Medal_of_Merit&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Basic_School
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Camp_Perry
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ohio
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Major_(United_States)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/4th_Marine_Regiment_(United_States)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shanghai
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imperial_Japanese_Army
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lieutenant_colonel_(United_States)
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After Edson's battalion was relocated to Guadalcanal, his unit conducted raids on Savo Island and at 
Tasimboko, on Guadalcanal. Col Edson was awarded a Gold Star in lieu of a second Navy Cross for his 
successful conduct of the Tulagi operation. The battle for which he is best remembered was the defense 
of Lunga Ridge on Guadalcanal on the night of September 13,–14, and 1942. His Raider Battalion, with 
two companies of the 1st Parachute Battalion attached, had been sent to a ridge line a short distance 
south of Henderson Field. Here, they were supposed to get a short rest. When the Japanese forces unex-
pectedly and viciously attacked the position on the first evening, they penetrated the left center of Col Ed-
son's line of resistance, thus forcing a withdrawal to a reserve position. Approximately 800 Marines with-
stood the repeated assaults of more than 2,500 Japanese on the "Bloody Ridge", as it became to be 
called. To the men of the 1st Raider Battalion, however, who sustained 256 casualties, it became 
"Edson's Ridge", in high honor of the officer who "was all over the place, encouraging, cajoling, and cor-
recting as he continually exposed himself to enemy fire." His nickname, "Red Mike", originating from his 
red beard worn in Nicaragua days, was also his code name during this battle. From then on Col Edson 
was known by all as "Red Mike". It was for this action — the Battle of Edson's Ridge — that he received 
the Medal of Honor. After Edson's Ridge, Edson was placed in command of the 5th Marine Regiment. In 
this capacity, he was one of the primary leaders in the Matanikau actions from September 23, - October 
9, 1942. Edson also commanded the 5th Marines during the Battle for Henderson Field and until the regi-
ment was withdrawn from Guadalcanal, along with the rest of the 1st Marine Division, in November, 
1942.A brother officer said of him shortly thereafter that officers and men would willingly follow him any-
where—the only problem was to keep up with him. A combat correspondent testified that "he is not a 
fierce Marine. In fact he appears almost shy. Yet Colonel Edson is probably among the five finest combat 
commanders in all the United States armed forces.” It was also said that he was not readily given to a 
show of emotion. Nevertheless, when his personal runner of several months' service was killed at the 
Matanikau River on Guadalcanal, witnesses said he "cried like a baby," and later stated that the man 
could never be replaced.  In August 1943, he was named Chief of Staff of the 2nd Marine Division, which 
was then preparing for the invasion of Tarawa. He prepared an estimate of the situation for this operation 
which proved to be surprisingly accurate and has since become a classic in Marine Corps military litera-
ture. For this action, he received the Legion of Merit and was promoted to brigadier general (December 1, 
1943). Later, he was appointed Assistant Division Commander of the 2d Marine Division and participated 
in this capacity in the capture of Saipan and Tinian. The Silver Star was awarded him for these opera-
tions. Brigadier General Edson became Chief of Staff, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific, in October 1944, and, 
for his services during the ensuing year, was awarded a Gold Star in lieu of a second Legion of Merit. Du-
ty as Commanding General, Service Command, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific, rounded out 44 months of 
continuous service in the war zone. When a young officer once asked him when he might expect to be 
rotated back to the United States, BGen Edson replied, "When the war’s over; when the job's done."  In 
December 1945, he was assigned to the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations and, in February 1947, to 
Marine Corps Headquarters. Retirement from active duty came at the age of 50 years and after more 
than 30 years in the military service of his country. He was promoted to major general at the time of his 
retirement on August 1, 1947.  Major General Edson died, on August 14, 1955, in Washington, D.C., by 
his own hand, having committed suicide by carbon monoxide poisoning in the garage next to his Wash-
ington, D.C. home, while serving in the NRA post. At the time of his death, in addition to his duties at the 
Rifle Association, he was the Navy representative on the Defense Advisory Committee on Prisoner of 
War Problems. This group formulated recommended standards of conduct for American prisoners of war. 
These were later adopted and promulgated as the Code of Conduct for all American servicemen. To 
those who knew him personally, MajGen Edson would be best remembered for his keen professionalism, 
his magnificent personal leadership in battle, and his sympathetic understanding of the soul of a Marine. 

 
 


