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Commandants Message 

(message continued)  
 
There are hundreds of thousands of Marines who 
never set a foot in Viet Nam but willingly put them-
selves at risk of coming home under our countries 
flag. Gen. Joseph Dunford is quoted as saying “The 
coin of the Realm is the eagle, globe and anchor. It 
doesn’t matter what MOS you have, it doesn’t mat-
ter what deployments you’ve been on, it doesn’t 
matter what ribbons are on your chest-its about be-
ing a Marine.” Semper Fi to all those Marines who 
proudly served their country.  

 

Semper Fi!                                                                             

Mike Tolstedt (406)698-4965                                             

mtolstedt@yahoo.com 

  Good Day Marines                            
 Of late I have noticed what ap-
pears to be the perspective which 
holds that a Marines worth and au-
thenticity seems to be closely con-
nected to combat experience and in 
my generation,” in country time in 
Viet Nam.”  When meeting Marine 
Veterans for the first time or over-

hearing a conversation between them, it seems that 
the first words out of their mouths is “what was your 
MOS and in the case of my generation, “ did you go 
to Viet Nam?  It seems to me that the first words 
should be “Semper Fi” and “ and can I buy you a 
beer?                                                                           
        Statistics bear out that of the 9,087,000 military 
personnel who served on active duty during the Viet 
Nam war, 2,694,000 served within the borders of 
South Viet Nam. Of these 2.6 million 1.6 million ei-
ther fought in combat, provided close air support, or 
were regularly exposed to enemy attack. As such 
there were in excess of 7 million active duty person-
nel who served during the Viet Nam war but did not 
see combat. I am one of these seven million.  The 
proudest and most impactful times in my life were 
the times I spent as a Marine. The adage “Once a 
Marine Always a Marine, the Corps motto “God, 
Country, Corps” the rifleman creed and the motto 
“Semper Fi “ are part of our DNA. This comes from a 
Veteran Marine who never fired a shot in anger, but 
took an oath to protect and defend our country and 
its citizens against all enemies foreign and domestic.  
 
    (continued at right) 
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Fellow survivors, 
 Not much to talk about at this 
time, as we are waiting to see what 
else the covid cancels out for the 
year. Most likely the Ball is cancelled 
and may be a cake cutting ceremony 
in its place. Ornament exchange/ 
Christmas party on hold. Toys for 
Tots has no word yet, but should be 

ramping up. Fingers crossed and hoping for the 
best. Stay Healthy out there.  
Remember, to exercise your right to vote in Novem-
ber, your freedom may depend on it! 
  
Semper Fi, 
Tim Bender, Jr Vice 
(406)697-5968 
tim.mtlonegunman@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

Jr. Vice Commandants Report: 

Hi Marines, 
  Almost another month 
gone and fall is in the air. Things 
have 
gotten busy in the last couple of 
weeks, Had three funerals in two 
days with several days prior in 
preparation. Received donations 
for two, one of which was very 

generous in my book. It came from the family of 
Delmar Voegele, who was a member off and on. I 
believe he would have still been a member if he 
had realized his dues lapsed. In my personal opin-
ion, it was probably the most unique memorial I've 
been too. Color guard coming up on the 3rd of Oct 
at Huntley. Soon toys 4 tots will be going, depend-
ing on changes because of covid. Probably men-
tioned more than needed so I will sign off with 
“keep a song in your heart”. God bless all. 
 One more thing, thanks to all the members 
for turning out when needed. I have noticed over 
the last several years that participation has been 
outstanding. GREAT JOB MARINES !!!!! 
Semper Fi,                                                         
James Borner, Chaplain                                         
(406)850-1802                                                                            
jborner@gmail.com                                             
 
 

    Chaplains Report:     Paymasters Report: 

Hello all,   
  

Just a reminder to get your renew-
als in this month.  If you are a mem-
ber of the Military Order of Devil 
Dogs don't forget to get your annual 
dues in to them as well. Simply 
send your check to the detachment 
at:  PO Box 2051 
Billings, MT 59103. 

  
No other report at this time. 
 
Semper Fidelis,                                                          
Scott Dunlap, Paymaster        
(406) 281-1271   
You may wish to consider Life Membership, the 
rates are as follows: 
AGES      65+        $200 
           51-64          $300 
           36-50          $400 
           35 & under  $500                                                       
Life membership costs may be going up! 

See you at the meeting!    
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Marine Corps Leaguers,  
 Hello Marines, the September 
Gun Show was a good one, Brought in 
$800.00 and we drew for the rifle. The 
next Gun Show is the weekend of No-
vember 27th. I have a Henry Golden 
Boy .22 mag on order. We got some 
inquiries about the League which 
might end up into new members.   

                                                                                           

Semper Fi                                                                      

Tom Jones, Sr. Vice                                                     

(406)670-4364                                    

tcgysgt21@yahoo.com                                    

Senior Vice Commandant Report: 

Tom Jones presents rifle raffle winner Jeremy 
Mercier with the Henry rifle  
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 Marine Corps League 
Eugene Sara Detachment #418 

Meeting Minutes for September 14th, 2020 
Meeting opened at 1900                                                                                                                                               
Ritual followed 
Officers present:   Mike Tolstedt, Tom Jones, Tim Bender, Scott Dunlap, Doug Wood, Jim Borner,  Ralph 
McKinney and Past Commandant Tom Lowry (excused),.  

Last meeting minutes:   August minutes read and approved with minor correction regarding Honor 
Guard Lunch reimbursement.           No New applications  (May be some pending).                                                                                       
Correspondence:     Letter that Life Member Jerry Churchill had passed away last April 19th.   Also re-
ceived a $50 check for Graveside services of Honor Guard.        Paymaster— $50 check for Honor Guard 
lunches was taken care of.    Membership— Life—50, Annual— 22, Associate— 0 and 17 unpaid members 
at this time.      Chaplain — Bill Van Weiren is at home and doing well, Dennis Sitzler had his surgery. No 
word on his recovery.         Sr.Vice —  Rifle raffle brought in $800. Winner of the drawing was Jeremy Mer-
cier. Suggestion for the next rifle was for a .22 cal. (lever) action rifle or a .22 Winchester mag.  Next Gun 
Show will be November 27th –29th and the next rifle drawing at the MATE Show. Tom Jones and Don 
Huffman will check into rifles. Tom Jones said many thanks to those who helped at the gun show.      
Jr.Vice —  No report at this time.        Sgt at Arms:   Thanks for all the help with recent details and the pa-
rade in Reedpoint.  9/26— Upcoming Honor Guard at Bighorn ,MT.  10/3—Color Guard for Huntley Veter-
ans  celebration In Huntley , MT.                                                                                                                                   
Committee Reports                                                                                                                                                  
Riverside Cemetery —    None             FOC/ Vets Council—  Steve McCollum from the Veterans ceme-
tery advised that Herbs memorial bench is about a month out from delivery. We have been trying to contact 
Herbs Daughter regarding the bench delivery. The National cemetery will be soliciting funds to pay for flags 
and for the foreseeable future ONLY Funerals will be allowed at the cemetery.        Finance committee— 
None              Young Marines —  Commandant Tolstedt detailed Ryan Parsons to contact the Young Ma-
rines regarding recent donations to them.        Advertising—  No new             Toys for tots —  We have 
had limited contact with the I&I staff thus far and no new information yet regarding Kick off or Boxes.  We 
also need to work with the Marines on a way to better track TFT boxes and locations for pick up.              
Billings Birthday Ball—Most likely will be cancelled for the year, I&I may have a cake cutting cere-
mony and coffee event at the reserve center. I&I 1st Sgt may be leaving in November.    Bozeman 
Birthday Ball—will held on November 9th, 2020, location to be determined. A motion was made to check 
with the VFW regarding setting up a  Marine Corps Birthday reception on 11/ or 11/10, motioned was 2nd 
and voted aye.                                                                                                                                                             
Good of the League —  Mike talked to the VFW manager and got approval to place our charter and the 
memorial dog tag board on the wall in the room where we usually meet.                                                                         
Old Business —   Recruiting we need to work on getting new members. Mike gave out pamphlets with 
MCL information for recruiting  to put on windshields or handout.  Also, if you need ribbons or attachments/ 
devices, etc. let Scott or Mike know, so we can see if we have them available or need to order. If you need 
a copy of the order of the ribbons it ca be printed from the National MCL website or contact an officer here.                
New Business—  The league will maintain control of the EGA at t the center and I&I can display it until we 
need it or get our own facility. 

 
 
 
     Meeting closed at 2005                                                                                                       

  Next meeting will be held October 12th, 2020 at the Heights VFW                                                              
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   Judge Advocates Report: 

 Marines, 
 I have nothing new to report 
this month.  Hope to see you all at 
October12th meeting.  
 
Semper Fi 
Ralph McKinney 
(406)860-2271 

 

 

 

 

 
 
                                          

 

October  Events:   
Color Guard — October 3rd  Huntley Veterans cel-
ebration, Huntley MT                                                       
 
Regular  business meeting for October                     
October 12th at the Heights VFW 609 Anchor St. 
@1900hrs. 
 
 
Sgt at Arms 
Doug Wood 
(406)366-2209  
 

  Sergeant at Arms Report: 

 

Billings Vet Center 
2795 Enterprise Avenue 

Suite 1 
Billings, MT 59102 

Main Number: 
406-657-6071  

Buy, Sell or trade you unused uniform parts or 
pieces in this column of the newsletter. Just 
send the item description to me and I will list 
them for you.   —Tim 
Tom Lowry has 2 pair of Dress shoes size 10.5 
& a cover size 71/4. 
I have numerous items from Jim Borner and Di-
ana Schaefer for use, just contact Tim at 697-
5968. 

 

https://www.va.gov/find-locations/facility/vc_0509V
tel:406-657-6071
http://veteranscrisisline.net/
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Miles City Squad B Meeting Minutes                                                       
No Report Received 

 

 

Thanks again, to all of our members and sponsors for all of your continuing support throughout 
the past and current year. You are all important to our continuing programs and events. 

As mentioned in the minutes section of the newsletter, we 
are reaching out to all members of the League at this time 
to see who has email available to them and who needs to 
keep receiving mailed newsletters. We would like to have 
members contact any of the  detachment officers with an 

email address if you have one and just let us know you are still out there and 
if you need to continue snail mail letters. If no response is received by the 
next meeting ,September 14th, newsletter mailings may be suspended in Oc-
tober.  There are good reasons to get the letter by email, including added 
content not in the paper letter. More picture content when available and color 
pictures too. Please contact us as soon as possible. 

  For Crisis assistance  after hours, weekends, 
and holidays call:                                                   

1-877-WAR-VETS (1-877-927-8387) 
 

Free Help For Homeless Vets phone number:        
1-877-424-3838, which has 24 hour access.      
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Marine Corps History in October  excerpts courtesy of marineparents.com 

October 1, 1997   Colonel Gilda A. Jackson, of Columbus, Ohio, became the first African-American female 
Marine to achieve the rank of Colonel during a ceremony at MCAS Cherry Point, North Carolina. Prior to 
her promotion, Jackson served as the Special Projects Officer of the 2nd Marine Aircraft Wing.  

October 5, 1775   The Second Continental Congress held a meeting in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in 
which they used the word "Marines" on one of the earliest known occasions. The word was used in direc-
tion to General George Washington when it directed him to secure two vessels on "Continental risque and 
pay", and to give orders for the "proper encouragement to the Marines and Seamen" to serve on the two 
armed ships.                                                                                                                                                     
October 6, 1945    U.S. Marines under the command of Major General Keller E. Rockey accepted the sur-
render of 50,000 Japanese troops in North China on behalf of the Chinese Nationalist government.        
October 8, 1899    375 Marines under the command of future Commandant of the Marine Corps George 
F. Elliott captured the insurgent town of Noveleta, Luzon, during the Philippine Revolution. There were 11 
Marine casualties.                                                                                                                                                      
October 9, 1917    The 8th Marine regiment was activated at Quantico, Virginia. While the regiment didn't 
see combat in Europe during World War I, the regiment did participate in operations against dissidents in 
Haiti for more than five years during the 1920s. During World War II, the regiment was assigned to the 2nd 
Marine Division and participated in combat operations on Guadalcanal, Tarawa, Saipan, Tinian, and Oki-
nawa, earning three Presidential Unit Citations in the process.                                                                                    
October 11, 1951   A Marine battalion was flown by transport helicopters to a front-line combat position for 
the first time when Marine Helicopter Transport Squadron-161 (HMR-161) lifted the 3rd Battalion, 7th Ma-
rines, as a part of Operation Bumblebee, northeast of Yanggu, Korea.                                                                                                                              
October 19, 1968,  Operation Maui peak ended nearly two weeks after it began 11 miles northwest of An 
Hoa, Vietnam. More than 300 enemy forces were killed in the 13-day operation.                                                     
October 23, 1983   Marks the anniversary of the single deadliest day for the Marine Corps since Iwo Jima 
in World War II. However, the chain of events that led up to this tragic event began more than a year prior, 
in June of 1982.  On June 6, 1982, the Israeli Defense Forces invaded southern Lebanon in response to 
an assassination attempt on Israel's ambassador to the UK by Palestinian terrorists, in an attempt to cre-
ate a buffer zone between Israel and a joint Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO) and Syrian force 
stationed in Lebanon. After two and a half months of fighting, a 2,000 member multinational peacekeeping 
force, including 800 Marines from the 32d Marine Amphibious Unit (MAU), was deployed to Beirut to over-
see the withdrawal of PLO guerillas on August 25.                                                                                                             
October 28, 1962  10,000 Marines of the 5th Marine Expeditionary Brigade left Camp Pendleton by sea  
en-route for the Caribbean during the Cuban Missile Crisis. A week prior, the entire Marine Corps had 
been put on alert and elements of the 1st and 2d Marine Divisions were sent to Guantanamo Bay to rein-
force the U.S. Naval Base.                                                                                                                                              
October 31,1919   A Marine and gendarme, led by Sergeant Herman H. Hanneken, disguised themselves 
as Cacos and entered the headquarters of the Haitian Caco Leader, Charlemagne Peralte, killing Peralte 
and dispersing his followers. Sergeant Hanneken and Corporal William R. Button were each awarded the 
Medal of Honor for their respective roles in the mission.                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                             

Col. Gilda Jackson       Squadron-161 (HMR-161) & USS Sicily 


