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Commandants Message 

(message continued)                                      
 Our Detachment has experienced firsthand 
the impact of the pandemic and the positive effects 
of reaching out and letting our fellow Marines know 
we care.   
 My sincere thanks to those who have 
reached out to our members, their wives and family 
members affected by the virus. To the extent possi-
ble we must continue to connect with those affected 
whether they are members of our Detachment or 
the larger family of active duty and veteran Ma-
rines.                                                                          
    Note RiverStone Health does free drive through 
testing from 8:40 a.m. to 12:30, south of Costco at 
2173 Overland Avenue.   
Be safe and take care of yourselves.                   

Semper Fi!                                                                         

Mike Tolstedt (406)698-4965                                             

mtolstedt@yahoo.com 

Good Day Marines:                        
 I recently reviewed the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs 2020 Sui-
cide Report/Statistics. With regard to 
the COVID-19 virus and its impact on 
our military it was noted; “As of Octo-
ber 28

th
, 2020 there have been more 

than 73,900 documented VA Corona-
virus disease cases and over 3,915 

known deaths. Many facets of life during the COVID-
19 pandemic may result in increased feelings of 
loneliness, sadness, fear and anxiety; constant ref-
erences to mortality; social distancing from friends 
and loved ones; economic recession and job loss; 
disruption of daily routines; concerns about shortag-
es of food and medical supplies; and a general 
sense of powerlessness. To support veterans well-
being while we are physically distancing the VA has 
expanded the capacity to provide video and phone 
Tele-Mental health and well-being during the COVID
-19 outbreak.” Putting this in the context of our Mon-
tana veterans it bears repeating that Montana has 
among the nations highest concentration of Veter-
ans. Recent statistics from the US Department of 
Veterans show that Montana has a veterans suicide 
rate of 57 per 100,000, nearly double the national 
rate of 31 per 100,000.  On its face it appears that 
the VA is being proactive during the pandemic the 
question still remains what can we, as a Detachment 
and individual Marines do to actively address the is-
sue of veterans suicide. The pandemic is but anoth-
er hurdle increasing the isolation felt by our brothers 
and sisters.  At this time of increased stressors asso-
ciated with the pandemic our mission continues to 
require us to reach out and connect with active duty 
and veteran Marines and let them know we care.                      
    (continued at right) 
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 Since the last newsletter things have 
been tightened up again so having a 
Ornament exchange Christmas party 
is likely not going to happen this 
year. I have been in contact with Bill 
Van Wieren and he is doing fine, just 
a bit lonely with the covid cutting 
down on visitors trying to keep him 
safe. Give him a call if you can. Toys 

for tots is still going on so help if the time allows you 
to. If anything changes we will keep you posted.     
 A few weeks ago I thought I may have the 
covid also, test results came back negative.  Much 
to my relief.  Keep getting better Tom & Laurel 
Jones and Mike &Diana Tolstedt.                   
Semper Fi, 
Tim Bender, Jr Vice 
(406)697-5968 
tim.mtlonegunman@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Jr. Vice Commandants Report: 

Marines & families, 
 Thanksgiving evening and I 
can think of many things to be 
thankful for. The Lord has seen 
me through good and bad times, 
I've had the privilege to be with 
and support many families during 
difficult times. Also to have had the 
honor to have gotten to know and 
serve with so many Marines. No 

one would ever know the importance of holding an 
office in the league. I pray that I will be able to 
serve for a long time to come. One just takes in 
stride what life hands him. It's nice to reflect back 
on things once in a while, for it's healthy and 
beneficial to ones existence. Now that I spilled my 
insides, I took some much needed time away and 
now I'm back. Blessings to all. 
 Semper Fi,                                                         
James Borner, Chaplain                                         
(406)850-1802                                                                            
jborner@gmail.com                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Chaplains Report:     Paymasters Report: 

Marines,   
      I have nothing to report.  Thank 
you to all who have gotten their 
dues in this year.  Transmittals 
have been timely as should your 
membership cards.  I wish you all a 
Merry Christmas and memorable 
times with your loved ones.  Hope 
to see you next year. 
 

Semper Fidelis,                                                          
Scott Dunlap, Paymaster        
(406) 281-1271   
 
You may wish to consider Life Membership, the 
rates are as follows: 
AGES      65+        $200 
           51-64          $300 
           36-50          $400 
           35 & under  $500                                                       
Simply send your check to the detachment at:  PO 
Box 2051, Billings, MT.  59103 
Billings, MT 59103. 

 

http://veteranscrisisline.net/
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Semper Fi Marines.                                        

 I hope you all had a good and 

safe Thanksgiving.  I'm sorry I can't be 

involved in Toys For Tots this 

year.  Thanks to all that are helping 

out.   I have sent out the second DUES 

NOTICE.  If you get one please pay 

up.  Thank you.  Christmas will be here 

before the next newsletter so every one enjoy but 

keep it safe.  This Covit-19 is no fun.                                  

 Semper Fi                                                                      

Tom Jones, Sr. Vice                                                     

(406)670-4364                                    

tcgysgt21@yahoo.com                                    

Senior Vice Commandant Report: 

Welcome aboard to our new newsletter sponsor 
White Heating & Air Conditioning  
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 Marine Corps League 
Eugene Sara Detachment #418 

Meeting Minutes for November 9th, 2020    
                                                                                                                             

No Meeting held due to the illness of 3 officers and unavailability of two others.  

 
 
Top left — Governor elect Gianforte addresses a 
small crowd at the Veterans day observance at 
Veterans Park on Poly Drive.                                        
Top right—MCL Color Guard members including 
Ralph McKinney, Doug Wood, Mike Tolstedt and 
Tom Lowry.                                                                        
Right — VFW Rifle Team fires 21 gun Salute.                         
Bottom left — VFW Chaplain Sue Davidson read-
ies to address the crowd.                                                    
Bottom right– Bill Kennedy, Mayor Cole Governor 
Gianforte and other dignitaries address the crowd. 
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   Judge Advocates Report: 

 Marines, 

 The toys for tots campaign 

looks a lot different this year but is 

still going on. Sgt Hancock would 

welcome help from league mem-

bers. With COVID and the age of 

our members it is a hard decision. I 

have not been as involved as I 

would like to be but will still help when I can. Distri-

bution will start at Metra on 15 December. Hope all 

have a great Christmas season and stay healthy. 

Hope to see you all at December 14th meeting.  

Semper Fi 

Ralph McKinney 

(406)860-2271 

 

December  2020 Events: 
 
December 3rd—Rimrock GMC  Toys for tots 
Drive  
Regular  business meeting for                  
December  14th at the Heights VFW  609 Anchor 
St. @1900hrs 
December 15th — Toys for tots distribution be-
gins at the Metra Expo Center. Help if you can. 
 
December 19th— Wreaths across America 1000 
at the Laurel National cemetery 
December 25th Christmas –Stay safe & enjoy 
December 31st New Years eve—GOOD BYE & 
GOOD RIDDANCE 2020!!! 
 
Sgt at Arms 
Doug Wood 
(406)366-2209  

  Sergeant at Arms Report: 

 

Billings Vet Center 
2795 Enterprise Avenue 

Suite 1 
Billings, MT 59102 

Main Number: 
406-657-6071  

Buy, Sell or trade you unused uniform parts or 
pieces in this column of the newsletter. Just 
send the item description to me and I will list 
them for you.   —Tim 
Tom Lowry has 2 pair of Dress shoes size 10.5 
& a cover size 71/4. 
I have numerous items from Jim Borner and Di-
ana Schaefer for use, just contact Tim at 697-
5968. 

 

https://www.va.gov/find-locations/facility/vc_0509V
tel:406-657-6071
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Miles City Squad B Meeting Minutes                                              
No Report Received 

 

Thanks again, to all of our members and sponsors for all of your continuing support throughout 
the past and current year. You are all important to our continuing programs and events. 

  For Crisis assistance  after hours, weekends, 
and holidays call:                                                   

1-877-WAR-VETS (1-877-927-8387) 
 

Free Help For Homeless Vets phone number:        
1-877-424-3838, which has 24 hour access.      

Ryan Parsons and Keith Thompson 
share Marine Corps Birthday cake as 
the youngest and oldest Marines at 
the Heights VFW after Veterans Day 
Commemoration on 11/11/2020 


