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( continued)        
  Always keep in mind that each of us has a duty “ 
to help guide the destiny of the Detachment and to 
ensure its growth , success and welfare.” As for me 
I could never have done my part without the help of 
my Detachment brothers for which I am eternally 
grateful.    It has been an honor and a privilege to 
serve! Semper Fidelis!            Mike Tolstedt 

Semper Fidelis.                                                                      
Mike Tolstedt, Cmdt, Eugene 
Sara Detachment.(406)698-
4965                                                                                               
mtolstedt@yahoo.com 
As noted previously , the QR 

code is a link to the National 

MCL facebook page    

Detachment Officers — 
Mike Tolstedt, Commdant 
Tom Jones, Senior Vice Cmdt                                 
Tim Bender, Junior Vice Cmdt                                       
James Borner, Chaplain                          
Scott Dunlap, Paymsetr/Adjutant  
Ralph McKinney, Judge Advocate 
Doug Wood,  Sgt at Arms 

Commandants Message 

           Good Day and best wishes to all 
   our Detachment members.             
                          It is with mixed emotions       
                 that I submit my final message as  
                 your Commandant. This has been 
a                    time for me to reflect back on my 
                 time as Judge Advocate and then 
as                      your Commandant. I am reminded 
of the Oath that all Detachment Officers and new 
Detachment members take upon assuming office 
and when becoming members of the Marine Corps 
League. These oaths serve as a constant reminder 
of the trust that we place in one another to serve our 
fellow Marines. Neither Officers nor members can 
stand aside and expect others to guide the destinies 
of the Detachment or to ensure its growth. Stated 
simply both Officers and members must be vigilant 
to respect and honor our deceased Brothers-In-
Arms and to assist their fellow members and their 
families. These Oaths and admonishments are so-
bering reminders of the duties we have all agreed to 
undertake.  These duties are not self-executing but 
require the support and assistance of each one of 
us. A constant reminder of these duties is and 
should be the motivation that binds each of us as 
Detachment members. Each of us brings our own 
unique perspectives both as Officers and members. 
These perspectives are based on our life experienc-
es and perhaps more importantly our time as Ma-
rines serving Country and Corps. General Mattis is 
noted to have quoted Ernest Hemingway who once 
said “ There is no one better to have beside you 
when the chips are down than a United States Ma-
rine.” These sentiments survive our time in the 
Corps and carry forward through to the end of our 
time.      (continued) 
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Marines, 
Well, as the saying goes…. All good 
things must come to an end….. We 
say great job done to Mike Tolstedt, 
with his leadership on the veteran 
suicide issues plagueing our coun-
try’s heroes. He has brought sources 
and resources to help others if need-
ed to assist those that need help.   

The other topic to discuss is the Awards Dinner. 
The dinner will be held at 3North bar & Grill, 
which is on Hwy 3 at Acton, about 15 miles 
northwest of Billings. The date will be April 13th 
(Wednesday) at 1730hrs. Menu is limited, but 
good choices. Baseball Sirloin & sides, Chicken 
dinner, Shrimp Fettucini, Chicken Fettucini, 
Steak Fetticini, Salmon, or Salads available. The 
Attire is Cover, Red Blazer, Black pants for the 
men. Dressy/casual for the ladies. Please RSVP 
to Tim with numbers and meal choices ASAP 
(need numbers before the meeting). Call or text 
me with your info or any questions. 
 
 
Semper Fi, 
Tim Bender, Jr Vice 
(406)697-5968 

Jr. Vice Commandants Report: 

Marines & families 
 --Time gets away anymore. I 
am gonna keep it short this month. 
 All I really have is Doug 
Wood had a hip replacement and 
I'm still broken. Tim is recovering 
from eye surgery, time will 
tell. Hope to see all at meeting and 
the Awards dinner.      God bless.                                             

Semper Fi,                                                        
James Borner, Chaplain                                         
(406) 598-9733   jborner@gmail.com                                                                                                                  

    Chaplains Report:     Paymasters Report: 

Hello to all, 
 I would like to inform or re-
mind you all that the Bitterroot Val-
ley Detachment #937 cordially in-
vites you to this year's Montana 
State Department Convention.  This 
year's convention is just around 
the corner, and will take place in 
Hamilton this year.  (My hometown, 
shhh.)  The dates are May 20-

22.  Don't be complacent though, you will want to 
book your room at the Quality Inn soon.  (406)363-
6600 is the number to call, and the group rate is 
#4247127 or M.C.L.-HF99W3.  All information includ-
ing how to register is available online and can be 
found on the Montana MCL web-
site.     www.montanamcl.org                                      
 I hope you all can make it. 
Semper Fidelis,                                                          
Scott Dunlap, Paymaster                                      
(406) 281-1271    spdunl01@gmail.com                 
 You may wish to consider Life Membership, 
rates are as follows:                                               
 AGES 65+         $200                                              
       51-64           $300                                     
       36-50           $400                                             
       35 &  under  $500                                                       

Simply send your check to the detachment at:        
PO Box 2051     Billings, MT 59103. 
If you are in need of uniform parts, pieces, etc. 
Use this link 
https://www.mclnational.org/httpsthe-semper-fi-
storemyshopifycom.html 

 

 

http://www.montanamcl.org
https://www.mclnational.org/httpsthe-semper-fi-storemyshopifycom.html
https://www.mclnational.org/httpsthe-semper-fi-storemyshopifycom.html
http://veteranscrisisline.net/
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Semper Fi Marines    
  April 11th, the next meeting will 
be the installation of officers. The next 
Gun Show is the last weekend of April 
with the drawing for the Henry .30-30 
on Sunday May 1st.  I'm asking for vol-
unteers to help me with the Rifle Raf-
fle.  The Department of Montana MCL 
Convention will be held May 20, 21 
and 22 in Hamilton MT.  It would be 

nice to have some Billings faces there. 
 

 
 
  

 
 

 
 

Senior Vice Commandant Report: 

Semper Fi                  
Tom Jones                                                                         
(406)670-4364                                    
tcgysgt21@yahoo.com                                                                  
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 — Marine Corps League 
Eugene Sara Detachment #418 

Meeting Minutes for March 14th, 2022                                                                                
 

 1910  Meeting Called to order– Ritual followed    Officers Roll Call — Mike Tolstedt, Tim Bender, Ralph 
McKinney, Scott Dunlap , Tom Lowry, Doug Wood. Tom Jones and Jim Borner .                                    
Last meeting minutes —  Read and accepted as read with addendum to minutes on the cost of the cold 
weather coats purchased for the Honor guard members. The cost of coats was $100 each for a total of 
$1500 out of unit funds for the purchase. Motion made to accept corrections to the minutes. Voted aye.    
Correspondence —   None     Applications  — No new applicants, but a prospect list was gathered at the 
Gun and MATE shows      Chaplains report—    John Miller, past state Commandant, passed away on 
03/14 in Las Vegas. Service TBA in Montana.  Sr Vice—   Gun Show Rifle Raffle did extremely well, net-
ting over $1400 and the MATE show netting over $4000. MATE Show Color Guards went really well and 
were well accepted by all present. Tom Jones may have gotten a new member (couldn't recall the name).  
Jr. Vice —  Sweethearts Dinner  went over well, 20 people attended and enjoyed the dinner and camara-
derie for the evening.    Judge Advocate — None       Paymasters report—  Life members 24   Annual 
52  Associates  2     past due  10 (please get caught up).  Motion made to accept paymasters report, 
2nd and voted aye.  Sgt at Arms —  St Patty’s day Parade went well and there will be a Honor Guard at 
the National Cemetery on Friday March 18th (no further information at print time).                                                                                                                       
Committee Reports— Toys for Tots —  None            Young Marines  —  The new adult leadership 
structure is now in place, we will receive information later. A motion was made to reimburse the  $75  pa-
rade fees for St. Patty’s day parade which were not covered under the leagues entry. Motion 2nd and voted 
aye, passed. Good of the League —  Nominating committee for elections same as last year. They con-
tacted all Staff officers who said they would stay in office unless the position was contested. All will remain 
in office for the next year with the exception of Mike Tolstedt who could not continue due to personal is-
sues.  Committee put nomination of Ralph McKinney who declined the position.   Then Ben Os-
termiller for Commandant, who accepted nomination. The Ostermiller nomination was 2nd and put 
to membership for a vote, unanimously voted aye. Congratulations Commandant Ben Ostermiller!            
The Old Business—  Tom Lowry brought up the idea of patches on the new cold weather coats. Different 
styles were discussed  and what was allowed in bylaws. Motion was made to go with the national flag on 
the sleeve, motion 2nd and voted aye, passed. It was discussed how good the Gun Shows and MATE 
show are for recruiting     New Business  —  Swearing in of the new Commandant will take place at the 
next meeting on April 11th. Awards Dinner will be on the 13th at 3North Bar and Grill at Acton, MT.          
Close 1958hrs 

 
Next meeting will be held at the Heights VFW on April13th, 2022 

                                                                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

Buy, Sell or trade you unused uniform parts or pieces in this column of the 
newsletter. Just send the item description to me and I will list them for you.   
—Tim 
Tom Lowry has 2 pair of Dress shoes size 10.5 & a cover size 71/4. 
I have numerous items from Jim Borner and Diana Schaefer for use, just 
contact Tim at 697-5968. 
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   Judge Advocates Report: 

 Marines, 
   

No report 

Semper Fi 
Ralph McKinney                                                                         

ralphmckinney44@q.com                                                            

(406)860-2271 
 

 

 

 

 
 
                                          

 

April  2022  Events : 
 
April 11th   MCL Regular Business Meeting @  
1900 Heights VFW on Anchor St.                        
 
 
 
They are all important to what we do for the com-
munity and other veterans and their families.  So 
stay healthy and help where and when you can! 
 
Semper Fi  
Doug Wood 
(406)366-2209  
 
 

  Sergeant at Arms Report: 

 

 

Billings Vet Center 
2795 Enterprise Avenue 

Suite 1 
Billings, MT 59102 

https://www.va.gov/find-locations/facility/vc_0509V
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Thanks again, to all of our members and sponsors for all of your continuing support throughout 
the past and current year. You are all important to our continuing programs and events. 

A Brief History of the Marine Corps League 
 
The Marine Corps League is the only congressionally chartered U S Marine Corps veterans organization in 
the United States. Its congressional charter was approved by the 75th Congress of the United States and 
signed by President Franklin D. Roosevelt on August 4, 1937. The organization was Chartered by Major 
General John A. Lejeune,  Marine Corps commandant and he was one of its founding members.                                                                                                                               
The League holds a congressional charter under Title 36 of the United States Code.                                                                                                  
The mission of the Marine Corps League is to promote the interest and to preserve traditions of the United 
States Marine Corps; strengthen the fraternity of Marines and their families; serve Marines, FMF Corpsmen, 
and FMF Chaplains who wear or who have worn the Eagle, Globe and Anchor; and foster the ideals of 
Americanism and patriotic volunteerism.                                                                                                               
History                                                                                                                                                                                                   
The Marine Corps League perpetuates the traditions and spirit of all Marines, Navy FMF corpsmen and Na-
vy FMF chaplains who wear or have worn the Eagle, Globe and Anchor of the Marine Corps. The League is 
the only federally chartered Marine Corps-related veterans organization in the country. Since its earliest 
days, the League has enjoyed the support and encouragement of the active duty and reserve establish-
ments of the Marine Corps. The League boasts a membership of more than 60,000 men and women, officer 
and enlisted, active duty, reserve Marines, honorably discharged Marine veterans, qualified Navy FMF 
corpsmen and qualified Navy FMF chaplains. It is one of the few veterans organizations that experiences 
annual membership increases. The prime authority of the League is derived from its congressional charter 
and from its annual national convention held each August in a different major U.S. city. It is a not-for-profit 
organization within the provisions of the Internal Revenue Service Code 501(c) (4). A special group exemp-
tion letter allows contributions to the Marine Corps League, its auxiliary and subsidiary units to be tax de-
ductible by the donor.                                                                                                                                                                            
Detachments                                                                                                                                                                                       
The Detachment is the basic unit of the League and usually represents a small geographic area. There are 
over 1000 community-based Detachments located throughout the United States and overseas, supporting 
veterans and their families while being active and involved in the local community. The Unit Detachment is 
used for formal business such as meetings and a coordination point for community service projects. A De-
tachment member is distinguished by a Red garrison cap with gold piping. This may also include Associate 
(or Auxiliary) members who do not have voting powers commensurate with full membership status.                               
References: History of the Marine Corps League- MCL National website mclnational.org                                                                                      
and Wikipedia.com/marinecorpsleague 

A look back two 
years at the 
“Welcome” logo for 
the Convention at the 
airport. Don’t know 
how many actually 
got to see it from 
Montana 
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