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 Young Marines Mission Update   

The Billings Young Marines sent a 

large team (close to 20Young                                                                      

Marines, plus Adult Volunteers) to 

work community service for the 

Montana Women's Run, a long-

running event for our unit, we 

have assisted in for over 12 years now!  We are 

gearing up for a very busy series of Memorial Day 

events, 5/21-5/30. Sunday PT is continuing and we 

are adding book sign-offs to the last half-hour as 

part of our initiative to encourage and enable Young 

Marines to rank up. Promotions are an important 

part of retention. We challenged the Beartooth 

Composite Squadron of the Civil Air Patrol to a Drill 

Team Competition, which is generating lots of en-

thusiasm in both units and will be held July 16. We 

have a very large poolee class joining the unit as 

we prepare for the recruit class to begin in August. 

These poolees added as Young Marines upon re-

cruit graduation will make the Billings Young Ma-

rines the largest YM unit in the nation. We continue 

our efforts to become not just the biggest unit, but 

the best.                              Contributed by Patrick Weber 

Good day Marines, 
 I attended the State Con-
vention in Hamilton the weekend 
of May 21st. The convention 
went well and I was proud of the 
accomplishments our Detach-
ment has made.  This newsletter 
was discussed as being a prime 
example of how a newsletter 
should be . Thank you Tim for the 
work you put into it.  During our 
June meeting it will be my honor 

to hand out Department awards to some deserving 
Marines in our Detachment.  I was very proud that 
our Detachment was recognized so often during the 
convention.  
Semper Fi Marines!   
                                                                                                 
Ben Ostermiller, Commandant,                                                   
Eugene Sara Detachment.  (406)579-9246      
saintsfan.bo@gmail.com 

                                                                                          

 

Commandants Message 
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Marines, 
You can’t tell by the weather, but we 
finally ae getting into the summer 
months. Finally, have a cool spring 
instead of going from winter to sum-
mer. That being the case its time to 
think about hosting a summer Patio 

party or possibly a Marine Day at some point. Patio 
parties are good for camaraderie and friendship in 
the League. If we do a Marine day we will need a 
place to do it as we may not be able to count on the 
county letting us use space at MetraPark. Possibly a 
city park or similar. It is also time for those with an-
nual memberships to think about your renewal 
which is coming due in August again. As listed un-
der Paymaster Dunlap’s article life memberships are 
available. I recently made the jump. Its also time to 
consider joining the Devil Dogs of the Detachment 
since we finally got our pound puppy papers and a 
few got promoted from pups to full Devil Dogs at the 
State Convention in Hamilton, Montana.   
Semper Fi, 
Tim Bender, Jr Vice 
(406)697-5968 

Jr. Vice Commandants Report: 

Greetings members,                  
 Summer is upon us, though 
you wouldn't notice. Memorial day 
will have passed before you re-
ceive this letter, hope everyone 
had an opportunity to go to a cem-
etery and pay your respects and to 
honor those that have gone before 
us, and to thank those veterans 
that are still with us and for those 

still serving. The league continues to provide firing 
details at Riverside in the Heights, MountView  on 
Central Ave and the National cemetery in Laurel, 
MT.  I Went to the state convention in Hamilton, a 
long way to drive but, pretty well attended. I'm not 
sure why, but would really like to hear from our 
members who are unable to attend meetings. My 
phone number appears in newsletter, give me a 
shout. would like to know how your doing and if 
there is anything we can do for you. I will close, so 
God's blessings on all. 
Semper Fi,                                                         
James Borner, Chaplain                                         
(406) 598-9733   jborner@gmail.com                                                                                                                  

 
 
 
 

    Chaplains Report:     Paymasters Report: 

Hello to all, 
   I do not have much on my 
radar for the month of June.  I was 
able to attend the Department of 
Montana convention hosted by the 
Bitterroot Valley Detachment.  What 
a great time.  I enjoyed meeting up 
with our counterparts from across 
our state.  Commandant Ostermiller 
and I were able to attend the Growl 

and were advanced from Pup to Devil Dog.  Jim Ben-
ner reports that he is actively in the process of ob-
taining our tax exemption with the IRS.  Our charter 
is in hand and I would imagine that we soon will be 
looking to add new members.  Regular members in 
good standing with the detachment for at least a year 
are eligible to accept the invitation for membership 
into our "Pound" of Devil Dogs.  The Military Order of 
Devil Dogs is the fun and honor society of the Marine 
Corps League.  It is steeped in tradition and ritual 
and is all for a good cause.  Any of us would be glad 
to talk to any members interested in joining up.  That 
is all, carry on. 
Semper Fidelis,                                                          
Scott Dunlap, Paymaster                                      
(406) 281-1271    spdunl01@gmail.com 

You may wish to consider Life Membership, rates are 
as follows: 
AGES      65+         $200 
           51-64           $300 
           36-50           $400 
           35 & under   $500                                                       
Simply send your check to the detachment at:        
PO Box 2051     Billings, MT 59103. 
If you are in need of uniform parts, pieces, etc. 
Use this link 
https://www.mclnational.org/httpsthe-semper-fi-
storemyshopifycom.html 

 

 

https://www.mclnational.org/httpsthe-semper-fi-storemyshopifycom.html
https://www.mclnational.org/httpsthe-semper-fi-storemyshopifycom.html
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Semper Fi Marines,   
On Sunday of the last Gun Show we 
drew the winner of the Henry .30-.30; it 
was Scott Strong of Billings.  We 
brought in another $2,000.  A very suc-
cessful Rifle Raffle totaling of over 
$7,500.00 on the .30-.30.  Last week-
end was the Dept. of MT, MCL Con-
vention in Hamilton, MT. Ben Ostermil-
ler, Scott Dunlap, Jim Borner and I at-

tended.  As usual there was great camaraderie,  it 
was interesting to hear what other chapters are do-
ing.  Butte is sponsoring a fire team in Missou-
la.   Hopefully, they can be reestablished as a chap-
ter.  The Fall Conference will be in Butte at their 
Hooch. The Mid-Winter Conference will be a ZOOM 
meeting and the next Department of MT Convention 
will be in Bozeman.  That’s about as close as it is 
going to get.  I would like to see a lot of Eugene Sara 
Detachment members there.   
Semper Fi !  
Tom Jones                                                                         
(406)670-4364                              
tcgysgt21@yahoo.com                                                                  

Senior Vice Commandant Report: 
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 Marine Corps League 
Eugene Sara Detachment #418 

Meeting Minutes for  May 9th, 2022                                                                                 
 

1900  Meeting called to order by commandant Ben Ostermiller   
Ritual Followed 
New applicant Jack Barnhart, DD214 verified. Motion made to accept Mr. Barnhart as a new member, 2nd 
and voted aye, Welcome aboard. Tim is also working on some possible applicants 
Minutes read and accepted with a correction to the dates of The State convention read 4/20-22 in Hamilton 
(should have read 5/20-22).   No new correspondence.  
 Chaplain — reported that there were no sick or injured members. Paymasters —  Report of 53 Life Mem-
bers, 22 annual and 2 associates. We still have 12 members past due which may fall off the rolls  soon. 
Suggestion was made to try and reach those members one more time.    Sr.Vice— Tom Jones reported   
that the Rifle Raffle brought in $1402 for the weekend  and the mate Show brought $4000. which was very 
impressive considering the traffic was slow due to inclement weather. The Hotel in Hamilton has a block of 
rooms reserved for convention goers, make sure you contact them if you need a room.   Jr.VIce —  
Awards dinner went great at 3North  with good food and great camaraderie   Adjutant —    Reported that 
all tax paperwork had been sent. MstrSgt Molina advised us that the Marine Corps Ball is et for November 
5th , 2022 at 1800 hrs. at the Double Tree hotel in Billings. Tickets are $65 per person, which includes din-
ner and gifts (glass steins). The Billings Reservists are currently on mission status at Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba. As a result the I&I staff is reaching out to the League to obtain a $3000 loan to purchase ball gifts as 
they need to be ordered soon to get them here in time for the event. A motion was made to table the re-
quest for funds for the I&I until the next meeting on June 13th. Motion 2nd and voted aye.   It was brought 
forward that Joe Aguilar is seeking $65 for new flags for the Riverside cemetery as the old ones are in bad 
shape.  Motion was made to allocate $65 to the flags, motion 2nd and voted aye. An Honor guard was 
needed for a service on 5/16. Memorial day Services at Riverside 0800, MountView at 1000 and Laurel at 
noon.   The Young Marines are being tasked with memorial day duties at MountView setting and recover-
ing flags and at Terrace Gardens. The Young Marines have two new poolees in need of uniforms, YM are 
requesting $325 for those uniforms. Motion 2nd and voted aye. Nick Molina asked for admin rights to the 
facebook page so he can keep it up to date. Motion was made to accept the offer from Nick, 2nd and voted 
aye. Thanks Nick, Scott will get with him for the admin. Nothing new from the National Cemetery or Toys 
for Tots. Old business —Past Cmdt. Tolstedt mentioned that we should try to reach out to the past due 
members one more time before dropping them from the rolls. Nick Molina offered to make the calls, just 
needed a members list     Tom Lowry brought up purchasing flags for the cold weather coats for the honor 
guard. Scott will purchase them from the Army/ Navy store. Pete Seigel asked about possibly receiving 
help in refurbishing his home handicap ramp. He had acquired a couple bids the lowest was approx. 
$19000 to $21000. Motion was made to table the request at this time, motion passed. Good of the 
League—  The EGA at the reserve center was said to have been donated the Eugene Sara  Detachment a 
long time ago. No one can recall it being donated by Jim Hufferman. Motion made and 2nd to keep the 
EGA as it sits.  Motion passed. A motion was made to allow Pete Seigel full 
voting rights as a member due to all the  work he has been involved with in the 
unit . This motion was tabled for this meeting.                                                                                                          
Meeting closed at 2002 hours. 
 
Next meeting June 13th @1900hrs at Heights VFW 

                                                                                                                             

 

 

 

 

Buy, Sell or trade you unused uniform parts or pieces in this column of the 
newsletter. Just send the item description to me and I will list them for you.   
—Tim 
Tom Lowry has 2 pair of Dress shoes size 10.5 & a cover size 71/4. 
I have numerous items from Jim Borner and Diana Schaefer for use, just 
contact Tim at 697-5968. 
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   Judge Advocates Report: 

 Marines, 
  Memorial Day will be a busy 
day for our detachment. We have 
events at Riverside, MountView and 
the National cemetery. It is important 
for us to remember and honor veter-
ans.   
Hope all have a great Memorial Day  
 

Ralph McKinney                                                                         

ralphmckinney44@q.com                                                            

(406)860-2271 
 

June  2022  Events :   
 
June13th :   Regular MCL Meeting  1900 @ 
Heights VFW on Anchor St.   
 
 
May 30th:   Memorial Day Services   0700 start 
at Riverside Cemetery, 1000hrs at MountVeiw 
Cemetery and Noon at National Cemetery in 
Laurel       
 
Semper Fi  
Doug Wood 
(406)366-2209  
 
 
      

  Sergeant at Arms Report: 

 

Billings Vet Center 
2795 Enterprise Avenue 

Suite 1 
Billings, MT 59102 

https://www.va.gov/find-locations/facility/vc_0509V
http://veteranscrisisline.net/
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Thanks again, to all of our members and sponsors for all of your continuing support throughout 
the past and current year. You are all important to our continuing programs and events. 

Detachment 418 Members man the table from top— Nick Mo-
lina and Tom Jones       Pat Weber    Pete Seigel and Pat 
Weber  twice 
Quite a few tickets were sold at this gun show. 
Thanks to all that were able to put time in at the Gun Show 

GUN 
SHOW 
MAY 
2022 


