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Eugene Sara  
Detachment #418 
Marine Corps League 

Young Marines Missions Update 
from Patrick Weber & Colton Wierenga 
Provided community service for the 

Veteran's Meat Locker at the Horse 

Palace in Laurel. Staffed a booth at the 

Scout Show/Expo, senior Young Ma-

rines talked about the program and shared infor-

mation learned from DDR (Drug Demand Reduc-

tion). Supplied color guards for the Rocky Mountain 

Elk Foundation as well as two nights of Billings Out-

laws games. we had two long-time Young Marines 

retire from the program followed immediately by 

swearing in with the United States Marine Corps,  

we appreciated the Marine Corps League show of 

support in attendance! YM Josiah Tatsakron, was 

awarded $180,000 scholarship from the USMCF 

Good day Marines, 
 First, I want to give my 
heartfelt thanks to Mike Tol-
stedt for his service to our De-
tachment as Commandant. 
Mike, your leadership has guid-
ed the detachment in a posi-
tive, professional direction. By 
providing me with the pages & 
documents that I can learn 
from is greatly appreciated. 
Thank you so much. Secondly, 

as I begin this journey with you all, I will rely on the 
other officers and members to learn and grow from 
the knowledge and experiences of all. In advance, 
thanks to all.                                                           
 As we enter the month of May, there are at 
least two events that I am aware of, The State MCL 
Convention in Hamilton, which I will be attending and 
then Memorial Day. I fully intend to participate in any 
or all Memorial Day events that may come up and I 
am asking that as many of you as possible and 
schedules permitting also join us for these important 
events. The next League meeting will be held on 
May 9

th
, 2022 at the VFW in the Heights. Hope to 

see many of you there. Once again thanks to all that 
have done so much to help me step into this new en-
deavor. Gods Blessings on you and yours.                                                         
Semper Fi! 

Ben Ostermiller, Commandant,                                                   
Eugene Sara Detachment.  (406)579-9246      
saintsfan.bo@gmail.com 

Detachment Officers — 
Benjamin Ostermiller, Commdant 
Tom Jones, Senior Vice Cmdt                                 
Tim Bender, Junior Vice Cmdt                                       
James Borner, Chaplain                          
Scott Dunlap, Paymaster/Adjutant  
Ralph McKinney, Judge Advocate 
Doug Wood,  Sgt at Arms 

Commandants Message 
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Marines, 
 Well, after our wonderful re-
turn to winter we held our resched-
uled Change of command, swearing 
in of officers and awards dinner on 
the 20th of April. Twenty-six mem-
bers and spouses attended. Well de-
served awards were handed out, es-
pecially Marine of the Year, which 

was awarded to Ralph McKinney, who has been 
heavily involved in numerous events this past year. 
Congratulations Ralph!! Also, Congratulations to 
Ben Ostermiller on assuming the Commandant 
chair and its duties. He will need our help with his 
education of the post. I also want to thank Mike Tol-
stedt and Tom Lowry for their past efforts to keep 
this detachment as vibrant and on point as we have 
been. 
SO, on to the next items, Memorial Day May30th, 
help if you can. Think about hosting a summer Patio 
party or possibly a Marine Day at some point. 
Semper Fi, 
Tim Bender, Jr Vice 
(406)697-5968 
tim.mtlonegunman@gmail.com 
 

Jr. Vice Commandants Report: 

Greetings members,                  
 Everything is going well. 
Officers have been sworn in for 
upcoming year. Getting more ac-
tive with young marines which is 
way over due. Had two young ma-
rines retire and will be going into 
the Marine Corps in the near fu-
ture. I plan on going to state con-

vention barring any unforseen circumstances. Lord 
willing, I will be continuing as chaplain for the next 
go around. It would be nice to hear from 
members that can't come to see us, or have a rela-

tive or friend do it. 
Installation dinner was great, well done Tim. Memo-
rial Day coming up, 
hope to see many at the cemeteries. God bless all. 

 Semper Fi,                                                         
James Borner, Chaplain                                         
(406) 598-9733   jborner@gmail.com                                                                                                                  

 
 

    Chaplains Report:     Paymasters Report: 

 Hello all, 
  With April concluded we 
have a new board of officers in-
stalled and our annual Awards Ban-
quet complete.  Thank you to all of 
you who give of your time here lo-
cally and in Miles City.  Your devo-
tion give us a presence in our com-
minity that is recognized and that 
we all benefit from.  May brings 

forth our Department Convention.  This will bring all 
of the detachments in the state together for a couple 
nights, this year in my hometown of Hamilton.  Res-
ervations are due very shortly, however they will ac-
cept them late with a fee. Give me a call if you would 
like a convention packet.  I have a few printed off and 
ready to go. You can also find the packet available 
on the MontanaMCL.org website too.  That is it for 
now.  If you find it still snowing out your way, keep 
it.  I am done with snow for this year. 
 Hello all, with April concluded we have a new 

Semper Fidelis,                                                          
Scott Dunlap, Paymaster                                      
(406) 281-1271    spdunl01@gmail.com 

You may wish to consider Life Membership, rates are 
as follows: 
AGES      65+         $200 
           51-64           $300 
           36-50           $400 
           35 & under  $500                                                       
Simply send your check to the detachment at:        
PO Box 2051     Billings, MT 59103. 
If you are in need of uniform parts, pieces, etc. 
Use this link 
https://www.mclnational.org/httpsthe-semper-fi-
storemyshopifycom.html 
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Semper Fi Marines,   
 Chapter 418 held its annual 
Awards Ceremony and installation of 
Officers Banquet at the 3 west Re-
straint and Bar.  We had a good turn-
out, and a lot of pictures were taken 
that I am sure some are in this news-
letter.  Ben Ostermiller is our new 
Commandant.  Welcome!   
There is a EGA on the wall in the en-

trance of the Reserve Center.  I was told that it be-
longed to MCL Chapter 418.  Jim Hefferman of 
Great Falls claims it is his and wants it back.  If any-
one Knows the history of that EGA, please contact 
me. 
Semper Fi !  
                          
Tom Jones                                                                         
(406)670-4364                              
tcgysgt21@yahoo.com                                                                  

Senior Vice Commandant Report: 
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 Marine Corps League 
Eugene Sara Detachment #418 

Meeting Minutes for  April11th, 2022                                                                                 
 
  

Due to work conflict Tim was unable to attend the meeting to take minutes. Ralph McKinney took minutes 
which is why there is a different format for this month. 
1900  Meeting called to order by commandant Mike Tolstedt    
After opening Scott Dunlap made motion to suspend meeting.                                                                
M.Sgt. Molina introduced Col Conway Co of the 12

th
 district recruit command.                                          

Col. Conway thanked the League for our support of their mission and presented Mike Tolstedt and   Ben 
Ostermiller with a coin from recruit command. Maj. Hardenburgh from Seattle office was also introduced.                      
Meeting resumed                                                                                                                                    
Minutes and paymaster reports read and accepted.                                                                                    
Jim Borner said that Pat Weber had provided dog tags for the memorial plaque.                                                                                    
Scott will get required tax information filed                                                                                                   
Scott made motion to donate one hundred dollars for the League convention program. Motion passed.                            
Tom Lowry asked that Ed Heinle of the Miles City squad be recognized for his work for the squad.                             
The rewards dinner was rescheduled for 4/20/2022 due to weather.                                                          
The State convention is 4/20-22 in Hamilton.                                                                                          
Motion made and passed to give five hundred dollars to National Cemetery for Marine Corps flags. Due to 
wind at cemetery the flags need replacing often.                                                                                        
Mike Tolstedt with get with Joe Agular about a flag for Riverside Cemetery.                                            
There is an unattended veteran’s ceremony on 4/20/2022 at 1200 at the National Cemetery. We will have a 
detail for that event.                                                                                                                                     
April 19 at 1800 there is a recruit retirement for two Young Marines.They will be sworn in to the Marine 
Corps as new recruits also.  They would like League members to attend. 
Meeting closed at 1958 hours. 
Next meeting May 9

th
 @1900hrs at Heights VFW 

                                                                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Buy, Sell or trade you unused uniform parts or 
pieces in this column of the newsletter. Just send 
the item description to me and I will list them for 
you.   —Tim 
Tom Lowry has 2 pair of Dress shoes size 10.5 & a 
cover size 71/4. 
I have numerous items from Jim Borner and Diana 
Schaefer for use, just contact Tim at 697-5968. 
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   Judge Advocates Report: 

 Marines, 
  The installation and awards 
dinner at Three North was well attend-
ed. The food and fellowship was nice. 
I was very humbled to receive the De-
tachment Marine of the Year Award.    
Thank You 
Thanks to Mike Tolstedt for his ser-
vice as our commandant the past two 

years. A job well done. Thanks to those who accept-
ed positions office for another year. I would like to 
see others consider positions of office as some of us 
are aging.      Welcome to our new Commandant Ben 
Ostermiller. We all need to give him our full support. 
 
 
 

Ralph McKinney                                                                         

ralphmckinney44@q.com                                                            

(406)860-2271 

May 2022  Events :   
 
May 9th :   Regular MCL Meeting  1900 @ 
Heights VFW on Anchor St.   
 
May 20-22   Montana State Dept MCL Conven-
tion in Hamilton, MT. 
 
May 30th:   Memorial Day Services   0700 start 
at Riverside Cemetery, 1000hrs at MountVeiw 
Cemetery and Noon at National Cemetery in 
Laurel       
 
Semper Fi  
Doug Wood 
(406)366-2209  
 

  Sergeant at Arms Report: 

 

Billings Vet Center 
2795 Enterprise Avenue 

Suite 1 
Billings, MT 59102 
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Scenes from the De-
tachment Change of 
Command, Swearing 
in and awards dinner 
hosted by 3North in 
Acton, MT. (Top) Most 
of the active members 
were in attendance for 
the dinner as depicted. 

 (Middle) Benjamin Os-
termiller is sworn in as 
Commandant 2022 & 
Ralph McKinney Re-
ceives Marine of the 
year from Past Cmdt 
Mike Tolstedt.  

(Bottom) Chaplain Jim 
Borner gives Cmdt  
Ben Ostermiller the 
new gavel of Com-
mand  

Thanks again, to all of our members and sponsors for all of your continuing support throughout 
the past and current year. You are all important to our continuing programs and events. 

Detachment 418 officers staff (left o right) Chaplain Jim Borner, Jr. Vice Tim 
Bender, Adjutant Ralph Mc Kinney, Commandant Ben Ostermiller,  Sr. Vice 
Tom Jones, Paymaster Scott Dunlap and Sgt at Arms Doug Wood 
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Past Commandant Tolstedt Hands out the well 
earned awards to Officers and other well de-
serving members that were unable to attend 
the Dinner and will be awarded later  
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